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Gttt AYyTF2NXYIOGA2Yy 2y GKS aAddza GA2y Ay
Afghanistan confirm the fact that a Soviet revolution in these countries is going

7

G2 Ol dzaAS dza YI 22NJ RAFFAOdzZ G6ASa |4 (K¢
West is stabilized and until our industries and transport systems have improved,

a Soviet expansion in the east could prove to be no less dangerous than a war

Ay (G0KS 2SaiGXlF LRGSYOGAlLT {20ASG NBG2( dz
principally as an important element in diplomatic relations with England. From

this | conclude that: 1) in the east we should devote ourselves to political and

SRAzOI GA2y It @¢g2NI XFYyR 4G GKS aryS GAYS
calculated to require our military support, or which might require it; 2) we have

to continue by all possible channels at our disposal to arrive at an
understandingwithEngf I YR | 02dzi (GKS Sl aioé

Leon Trotsky, Secret memo to Lenin, Zinoviev et al. June 1920

PREFATORY NOTE

The following article had its origin i
Edi t oca.d001, to a Trotskyist group, inquiring about a
commercial treaty signed by the Soviet Union with

Kemalist Turkey in March 1921, a mere two months after

15 leading Turkish Communists were murdered just off the
Turkish coast. Those who ordered and those who
committed these murders were never identified and are

the basis for numerous theories, but everything points to

some person or persons in the Kemalist movement, up to

the highest levels. What interested me was of course not a
murder mystery but the fa ct that the Soviet Union entered
into an alliance with a government that was patently

killing and jailing pro -Soviet communist militants, and said
and did little or nothing about it. That dynamic was of
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course familiar to anyone acquainted with post -1945w orld

hi story, as in the case of Nasserds Ec
oprogressiveod6 Third World regimes, but
pattern only four years after the Russian Revolution, i.e. in

a period when almost everyone, myself included, thought

that the dominance of Sov iet national interests over
oproletarian internationalismdé really
only with the triumph of Stalin and 0s

countrydé in 1924,

Some years later | began an e -mail correspondence with a
Turkish comrade, during which I inq uired about the 1921
episode and to what extent it still figured in the historical

self -awareness of the Turkish left. In due course | received

a remarkable pamphlet answering my initial question, and

more. For it emerged that the January 1921 murders and

March 1921 treaty were merely one, very dramatic episode

in @ much longer and more complex process of ebbs and

flows of the Soviet -Turkish relationship, and the intimately
linked fate of Turkish communists during those shifts.

Not long after | first read this pamphlet, the group to which
my Turkish correspondent belonged joined the

International Communist Current. Not my crowd, of course,

but during a two -week stay in Turkey in fall 2009 these
same individuals received me with the fullest comradely

hospit ality and for many hours, and on several occasions,

we discussed our agreements and differences.

On my last day in Istanbul, the chance discovery of a small
bookstore on an obscure side street led me to the second

source without which this article could not have been
written: Paul Dumont ©ds Du &aocial i sme ¢
| i nternationalisme anatolien (1997),

history of Turkish communism of a quality (generally,



political judgements aside) | would like to have for the

major Western countries with which I am more familiar. To
pre -empt the embarrassment of having quoted this book
perhaps 70 times in the 140 -odd footnotes, | can only say

that the contents of a book, in French, from an Istanbul
publisher, with such material about a communist

mo vement in a country most people (myself included)
know little or nothing about, deserve to be better known.

| begin with this personal account to
forbearance for the perhaps excessive detail with which |
have tried to nail down this poli tical history. | felt at times

| i ke the Borges character o vail sianev er
of the encyclopedia of a disappeared civilization in a used

bookstore  and spends the rest of his life trying to find the

other volumes. | knew next to nothing about Tu rkish

history before this encounter and I still know very little.

But | went to the lengths | did because if the tale these

Turkish comrades have to tell is true, it represents a

theoretical bombshell for the international revolutionary

movement, such as i tis, today.

In addition to the forty -odd pages of text, there are

fourteen pages of footnotes and a thirteen -page o0Cor e
Chronol ogybo. | composed the | atter, ir

benefit, to cut through the blur of unfamiliar names and

places and events c ompressed into a relatively short time
span; | append it for the reader who may experience the
same confusion reading the text that | did in writing it.

New York City
November 2009



INTRODUCTION

The -{iaperialisto ideodlogyl®@7T0ddhedil®
death by the | ate 197006s.-HWEet Ehn Meht
in London, Paris, Berlin and New York fell silent as Vietham invaded Cambodia,
and China invaded Vietham, and the Soviet Union threatened China. China
alied with the U.S. against the Soviets in the new Cold War, and the other

Anati onal | i beration movementso that &
Ethiopia, Angola, Mozambique, and GuiAlBda s sauédi sappoi nt ed.
Today, a vagimenpmoodlofsmbants back,

Chavez and his Latin American allies (Cuba, Nicaragua, Ecuador, Bolivia),

more or less (with the exception of Stalinist Cuba) classical bourgeois

nationalist regimes. But Chavez in turn is allied, at least vgraatl often

practically, with the Iran of the ayatollahs, and Hezbollah, and Hamas, as well as
newlye mer gent China, which no one any | o
British SWP allies with Islamic fundamentalists in local elections in the UK, and
participates in mass demonstations (during the Israeli invasion of Lebanon,

summer 2007) chanting AWe are al/l He z
statutes affirm the truth of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, is now part of the
Al efto; whenewialll iTtalbiebafinée? awhy not ,

Such a climate compels us to turn back to the history of such a
profoundly reactionary ideology, deeply amorking class both in the

Aadvancedo and Aunderdevel opedohowwountr
retrograde, that turns a gun against &
worthy of dAcritical o or Amilitaryodo surg

Asupfort o
1921: The Soviet Natietate Trumps Proletarian Internationalism

We find these amtivorking-class origins, not surprisingly, in the defeat of
the world insurrectionary wave of 191821, a wave moving from Germany
and Russia to ultimately affect dozesfcountries. And we can date that defeat
from March 1921, highlighted (in the Soviet Union) by the crushing of the
Kronstadt rebellion, the Angl8oviet trade agreement, the implementatain
the ANew Economic Policyo (GEmEd&) and, ¢
AMarch Actiono, al most a year after mc
for the near future, of proletarian revolution in the West, on which their initial
international strategy had been based.

Less known, in the same conjuncture, are theudsyMarch 1921
friendship and commercial treaties signed by the Soviet Union with newly
formed authoritarian development regimes in Turkey, Persia and Afghanistan,
whereby those regimeso repression, | mg
respective communistr left oppositions were brushed over for Soviet national
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interests in thepostWorld War | international order of natiestate§). The

aspirations and programs of the $%an regime of Reza Kh#&h(founder of the

Pahlavi regime) and the Afghan regime of Emir Amanullah (18329¥ were

model ed on the new nationali st governr
Pash® (Atat ¢r k), still, in 1921, fighting
against a Greece backed by British imperialiginus we begin with the little

known (in the West) story of this argt
Aantmperial i sto ideology first covered
CAPITALIST worker and peasantovement, and of a lefting of a newly

formed Communist Party committed to actual proletarian internationalism in
warti me, rejecting the Third I nternat:.
Ataturk”.

|. FROM EMPIRE TONATION-STATE

The emergence of modern Turkey out of the collapse of the centlalies
Ottoman Empire,in the decade prior to 1921s a geopolitical story with
antecedents and aftershocks reaching fBamkiang provinc& in northwest
China in the east to Algeria in the west, by way of the Balkans in the north to
Yemen in the soutA. From their zenith in the Y&century to their senescence in
the early 28, the Ottomans had loomed large in the European balance of power,
finally disappearing in a few years at the end of World War | alotiy tive
three other empires (Hohenzollerns, Habsburgs and Romanovs) from which
dozens of new nations and new, murderous nationalisms emerged, many of them
still with us. This was for a century
Britain and Russia, nowkae n over by the contemporar
foreign policy along the borders of Russia and China. Turkey and the extended
ATur ki ¢ rtecpnicphat e® aninwhich much of ¢t
Eurasia revolves.

It is too quickly forgotten, or@netimes not grasped at all, that nationalist
consciousness is a distinctly modern phenomenon, a bit more than 200 years old,
above all outside of the North Atlantic world (Britain, France, Holland, the U.S.)
in which it first arose as part of the bourgemvolution. Pranodern kingdoms
and empires were dynastic, with dynastic marriages moving aristocrats
indifferently around the courts of Europe. Bourgeois nationalism, above all with
the French Revolution, assertabd the @fr
dynastic elite in the supersession of the old, often sigpriéorial structures.

While the Ottoman Empire was clearly dominated by descendants of the
ethnic Turkic groups which erupted out of Central Asia in tHecehtury and
thereaftertoultima&t | v t oppl e the Christian Byzan
nati onal consciousness as Eunhatevdrar el y
else one might say about it, the Ottonkanpire was truly multethnic, a world
in which Jews, Armenians, Hungarians, Arabs, Slavs, Greeks, Albanians, Kurds,
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Circassians and smaller groupsecasted, as secondtlass citizens, with the
dominant Turks but with some significant local autonomyeathey paid their
taxes and fulfilled other obligations to the state. Nowhere was this- multi
ethnicity more apparent and successful than in the ciBatafnik& (annexed
from the Ottomans by Greece in 1912), where such groups, (with a Jewish
working-class majority that was largely socialist by 1910), and above all the
Europeoriented Armenians and Jews, introduced a fair amount of modern
economic practices and ideologiat the wider empire Salonikawas perhaps
not accidentally the city of Kemal Pasha, founder of the modern Turkish nation
state.)

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels followed the geopolitics of southeastern
Europe, and hence of necessity the Ottomans, frerbelginning of their
coll aboration in the 184006s. For mor e
profoundRusso phobigbased on the belief that Tsarist Russia (which already
achieved continental projection at the end of the Napoleonic Wars in 1815)
would crush any democratic, not to mention socialist revolution in Europe, and
that the ideology of paBlavism (also advocated by their anarchist rival
Bakunin) would carry most Slavs (with the important exception of the Poles) in
the Russian undertowAt times they argued that such a revolution would
necessarily consolidate itself through a war on Tsarist Russia. The Holy Alliance
of the Russian, Prussian and Austrian monarchs underwrote the continental
reactionary fAbal ance odvitpalbywween Buropearo m 1 €
government had ®ingentfnrRppsasingahe TsaraRugsiano n 0
armies in fact crushed the Polish uprisings of 1831, 1846 and 4863he
revolution of 1848 in Austriddungary.

This understandable (within limits) preoccupation with Russian reaction
led Marx and Engels to look to the declining Ottoman Empire as a bulwark
against Russian expansion, and to often look askance on m@@tmman
rebellions and revolutions in the empi
weakened that bulwark. It further led them to something borderir@jasn
phobiatinged with German nationalism where most Slavs (again, excepting the
Poles) wereoncerned, disparaging any revolutionary potential of these
Aipeopl es wiwhowotld do ivel to mtegrade into the German
area of influence and civilizatio®uch a preoccupation only ended in the
187006s when the emer ge rthe earlyarbnslationeof Ru s s |
Mar x6s Capi ttanditsimpact in Bhe®sian iatelligentsia forced
Marx to revise his views about the Slavic world, above all after his discovery of
the Russian peasant commtfie(Nevertheless the dubious timgs of Marx
and Engels on the Slavic world provided a lineage in the European socialist
movement for e.g. German social patriotism against the Tsarist menace in World
War 1.)

For almost 200 years before its final dissolution in 1922, the huge
OttomanEmpr e, the fisick man of Europeo, w
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imperialist penetration othe Balkans, the Near East and North Africa. Britain,
France, Habsburg Austria, Tsarist Russia and later Bismarckian Germany jostled
for placesinthelinét h e Aff evausl+todmenefisfom Ottoman decline.
Although that decline dates from the laté"téntury, Napol eonds 1798
expedition to Egypt was the signal event in awakening the Ottoman (and more
generally Moslem?) world to the new dangers posed by European world
hegemony. After the final defeat of Napoleon in 1815, Balkan crises in

particular were the focus of this struggle fonperial advantage. Some of the
highlightswere:

1 Serbian National Uprisings (1804, 1815)

1 The Greek War of Independence (18&H30);

1 Serbian Autonomy (1839);

1 The Crimean Watr, pitting Britain, France and the Ottomans against
Russia (1853.856);

1 Great Eastern Crisis (Bosnian, Bulgarian Uprising@rbeTurkish War
(18751878);

1 The Russelurkish War of 18777/8; Bos ni ad6s anne-xati on
Hungary;

1 The Berlin Conference of 187&alled by Bismarck to adjudicate the
ongoing Balkan crisis (and rob Russia of its most recent territorial
gainsy’;
T The Bulgarian cr i si-Bulgarfan Wah(#88%;ar | v 1
1 The Armenian massacres of 1896 and 1908, prefiguring the Armenian
genocide of 1915;
1 The TurkGreek Warof 1897;
M Thel1l9111 2 war foll owing Italyods annexa
1 The two generalized Balkan Wars of 1919213

Such were, in succession, some of the eruptions of this lingering fatal iliness.

This process culminated in the assassination of the Austchdudce in Bosnia

in June 1914, setting off World War I. (In the Balkans, World War | appeared as
little more than a generalized extension of the two earlier WarsThe®

Balkan revolts, state creation and Ottoman repression set off domestic political
crises in England and France throughout tHechtury*. The geopolitical
convergene of Islam, Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy in this relatively

small corner of southeastern Europe created an unusually acute international
dimension to this vortex of peoples and states. The gaprtorial character of
Ottoman social organization stsxed different ethnicities in crazyuilt fashion.

Li ke the Aprison house of nationso ( as
collapse of the Ottoman Empire, the Ausitftangarian empire and the

Hohenzollern dynasty gave way to often unstable smallnsgions,
underscoring the precarious and often
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from Central Europe, via the Middle East, to the eastern reaches of Russia and
northwest China.

The fiEastern questiono (as timi s | on
rivalry over the spoils was called) also overlapped with the ARgissian
AGreat Gameo along the borders of RuUSS:S
foreign policy in Asia was built around a deep fear of a Russian invasion of its
prize colony India trough Afghanistan, making the latter country, along with
Persia, the object of intense AngRussian rivalry right through the end of
World War I, after which the U.S. took over the British role. Military clashes
between tiny British and Russian forcesemote, littleknown border areas
near the Himalayas on several occasions became the stuff of international crises
and war scar&d. Protection of the Suez Canal agaisy hostile naval power
in the eastern Mediterranean, before the additional emergent centrality of oil,
was ultimately based on the same preoccupé&tioas was (in partritish
backing of antiSoviet forces in Central Asia after the Russian Revolution.

While Russian expansion to the west was (relatively) contained in Europe,
Tsarist eastward expansion in Central Asia (the conquests of Bukhara and other
old khanates) in #118" and 19' was viewed by Britain with the same unease.
Hence were the internal politics of many small nations or wbaldations, of

little significance in themselvegonjugated with the largest Eurasian

geopolitical issues.

[I. FROM FOLKLORE STUDIES TO THEAUTHORITARIAN DEVELOPMENT STATE

The emergence of nationalist particularisms out of the decay of

Ottoman rule occurred over a matter of decades. Ethnic groups with little self
awareness as such, sometimes with little or no quorelng territorial
concentration, and which had-babited (happily or not) with other such
groups, were transformed by this process into rival nationalities, vying to create
ethnicallybased and territorial nations. And, unfortunately, they came to this
awareness and this nationali st agenda
capitalism, too late, that is, to constitute viable nations as the western European
originators had dorfé'.

Modern nationalism came to the Turkic w&ftthrough Russia, and the
Turkic populations scattered along the southern borders of Russia. Germany by
theearly®century had el aborated the first
the work, above all, of Herder, which during the Napoleonic Wars was turned
against the universal pretensions of French nation&fisithis nationalism, in
contrast to Franceod0s Enlightenment ver
emphasized the uniqueness of language, folklore, and myth against abstract
universalism. Herder was still rooted in"1&nturycosmopolitanism and
located German romantic populism within a European framework, but those
who foll owed him were not so careful,
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Nation (1813) onward. This German romantic populism spawned replicas in
Scandinavia anthe Slavic world, where it issued in P&ravism. It was against

the pretensions of Russian Slavophil i s
Turkic or parTuranian ideology first appear&dlin the Turkic populations of

the southern perimeter of the Tsarist empire, hearkening back to a mythical

Turkic nation in Central Asia (ATur anc
revived panrTurkic nation to succeed the dying Ottontampire. While this
Apdmurani smo, even, in some fertile 1 mi

of the shamanic cosmold§¥f of the Turkic peoples prior to their convensito

Islam, and influenced mainly the small educated middle classes, it nonetheless
spawned larger real world developments. Kemal Pa&staduik, AFat her of
Turkso) and the new st at-O®maniemand e pr ac
panTuranisn¥2, but strongly embraced the new nationalist ideology of the

ANati onal Pacto for the r edltamdsmTur ki s
and parTuranism proved to be chimef&. Enver Pasha, one of the main

figures of the Young Turk attempt (190818) to reform the dying Ottoman

state and later a defeated rival of Attatiirk, conferred wattieR and Lenin after

World War |, urging them to back his dream of a great Turkic nation and finally
turning against the Soviet state in an attempt to found it (cf. b&Bw).

Modest Ottoman reform had focused on the education system, from an
awareness, after decades of unique preoccupation with the military, that
generalized knowledge was a key to a viable economy and hence armed
force$®®. The University of Istanbul, the first university in Turkey, opened in
1900. As early as 1885, foreign capital had financed a railway boom. The
telegraph centralized power as nothing before and made @oasibhtralizing
shakeup of both the civil service and the military. The real social base of
Ottoman reform was in fact the educated civil service. After 1908, the Young
Turks intensified this program, building drains, reorganizing the police and fire
brigades, and building public transportation and utilities. They opened education
to women . Inspired to some extent by Jankic and pariluranian ideas, some
Young Turks, after the February Revolution in Russia in 1917, had high hopes
of a fAgreat i mewhdee etaisny

PanTuranism had had its first exponentlamail Gasprinski (184411914),

a Crimean Turk, who in 1878 founded the first newspaper in Turkish, Tergiman.
(The Crimea was the most capitalisticallgveloped Turkic zone in Tsarist

Russia, with a developed Crimean Tatar middle class, and Kazan was the
undisputed cultural capital of Turkic Russf&)Another Tatar intellectual,
Sihabaddin Marcani (18388 89) had al so articul at ed

nationo, possibly the first ideology f
world (in contrast to the suptarritorial insttutions of the Ottomans). As early
as the 185006s, M2rcani had had contact

schol ar s. Hi sforinuatedidedlagnfer a Kazan &dtal territorial
nat onand the fAiYoung Tataro movement i
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Gaspri k i n a ATurk or Tatar?0 debat
Her der dea of a common | anguage as
Gasprinski 6s nhenhanglzagleeenaresponsetdtiee ot

Ottoman defeat in the 18478 war with Russia, which had ruined forever what
was left of the myth of Ottoman invincibilittca s pr i ns kin-lédwsin br ot he
1911 founded a journal Turk Yurdu (The Turkish Homeland) enistil.
Gasprinskiodos Terc¢gman argued for the e
education along Western lines, reporting on such topics as technological
advance in the United States, the modernization of Japan, Balkan wars and
womenos r i gthHissonservatismmade W argue against any
confrontation with Tsarist Russia, and only a few Turkic intellectuals were
moved by membership #h a | arger ATur ki
Neverthelessthe most important founding theoretician of Turkish
nationalism was Ziya Gokalp (18-4%24) who used Herderian and broadly
German romantic cultural ideas to create aParkic equivalerf® of Pan
Slavism. Gokalp, like many who followed him, also wanted to purge the Turkish
language of its abundant Persian and Arabic vocabulary. Though not himself a
politician, he elaborated much of what became the progfdahe Young Turks
in power.
French influences had long dominated the emergence of Turkish
modernism. As the creaking Ottoman Empire attempted to modernize its
military forces during the I®century, French officers and French military
doctrines were imprted wholesale. The growing educated elite spoke French,
and was educated in French. German influences as such only began to have an
impact in the last decades before World War |, again through military advisers
and joint projects such as the BerBagdal railway.Gdokalp himself knew only
French, but absorbed German ideas througitimee Sociologiqué¢he journal
of the French sociologist Emile Durkheim, (himself a-Kemtian after years of
study in Germany) which discussed the work of Herder, Fitldggel,
Nietzsche, Bnnies and Treitschk&. (Another key figure for emerging Turkish
nationalism was Mazzini, for his role in Italian national unification 1860
187¢*2. ) G° kalp looked to Durkhei més f@Asol

ns ki
0s |

capitalism and soci al i sm. Gdkalpdearne@ o mt e 0 S
that At he 1 nbtor nSimyosntdisc isscnih ooofl Shad def
democratic i1ideal in favor of®¥a new aut

precursor to the authoritarian statism of #taturkperiod and the Kadro
ideology of exCommunists who theorized the role of a scientific elite in the
e ar | yEmugkieionslso provided Gokalp with a theoretjeatification
for the preeminence of society over the individual.

GoOkalp arrived in Istanbul in 1896 and was immediately received into the
Young Turksdé6 Committee of Uni on and P
politics in the last phase of the Ottoman tra (19081918) and whose very
name echoed its positivist technocratic (arainSSimonian) prograff?, like
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that of the Brazilian technocrats of the same pewdtkr World War |, Gékalp

was accused of having helped foment the-Anthenian agitation which had led

to the 1915 genocide, a genocide whose existence he moreover denied.

Beginning in 1923, after the founding of the Turkish Republic, he became a

propagandist fot he Kemal i st r egi me, substitutdi

of Asocietyo he had taken from Dur khe

counterposition (fromdnni es) of fAculturedo and #Aci

Turkish cultureHe identified Bolsk vi sm as t he nNnRed Dange

ideologue, Gokalp founded museums of Turkiéblklore, ethnography,

archaeology and libraries, as well as a central institute of statistics. After his

death, other linguistic purists did eliminate foreign elemehtgrammar and

syntax from Turkish to the point t ha

dictionary to wunder st d&h dvritttrudnly gecadeb e wc

earlier (In Soviet Russia, on the other hand, the state encouraged Turkic

intellectuals among the Azeris, Crimean Turks, Turkomans, Kinghis, Uzbeks

and Kipchuks to build a literary language from their spoken language as a way

of weakening pafTuranian appeals ihooks imported from Istanbul to Russian

Islamic centers. For the Ottoman Turanists, World War | had been an

opportunity to free the fAnorthern Tur Kk
The Young Turk period, extending to the end of World War I, wrought

some changes in the Ohan state and society, prefiguring the more

thoroughgoing reforms of thitaturk period after 1923. The rule of the

CUP initiated a period of freedom of the press and political association. While

Ziya Gokalp shied away from holding active political powermany of t he

reforms up to 1918 grew out of his proposals. Following a conservative counter

attack by the religious establishment in 1909, the CUP pushed through

constitutional reforms severely reducing the power of the sultan and the cabinet

and ircreasing those of parliament. Bureaucracy was reduegd;ollection

was rationalized and the armed forces were modernized. Public transportation in

Istanbul was improved. But all in all the CUP reforms fell far short of their 1908

program, or the necesties of a modern capitalist state. Starting in 1911, the

disastrous war in Libya and the two Balkan wars overwhelmed domestic reform,

and in 1913, at the conclusion of the Second Balkan War, the Ottoman Empire

had lost 83% of its land and 69% of its ptgtion in Europe. War had

nonet hel ess brought the CUP to fial most

t he titatedtis power to accelerate secularization amd th

modernization of the state apparatus. The tax system was drastically revised. In

191516, courts, schools and religious foundations were completely secularized.

Under the pressures of war, womends ri
secularization of the maage contract, and expanded education for women.
The Ottoman Empireds entry into Wor

Powers, most strongly advocated by the mercurial figurBrofer Pashaalso
brought to the fore the German influence on institutishere it had previously
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been overshadowed by the British and the French. General Liman von Sanders
took over direct command of the First Army even before the war, with many
German officers as advisers in the further modernization and reorganization of
thearmed forces. Naval reorganization had occurred before 1914, though British
involvement, because of a delicate balancing act among the powers. Until
August 1914, Britain, France and Germany were all directly involved in the
affairs of the Ottoman statealuding the Ottoman Public Debt Commission
and the Ottoman Bank, the latter two controlled by Britain and France. Enver
Pasha and his allies in the CUP, however, in September 1914 pushed through
the abolition of the onerous Capitulatiéflstaking over control of customs
duties previously controlled by the Western powers. German General von
Seeckt became chief of the Ottoman general staff, and other top German officers
took over other key posts, including departments of Operations, Intelligence,
Railroads, Supply, Munitions, Coal and Fortresses in the Ministry ofvar
German strategic cerrns also dominated Ottoman military deployment during
the war itself.

At the Ottoman surrender in October 1918, Enver Pasha and other top
CUP members were forced to flee to Germany, and were condemned to death in
absentia in July 1919.

[1l. SociALISM AND COMMUNISM IN THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE AND IN TURKEY TO
1925

The Young Turk® revolution of 1908 was accompanied by a certain
working-class ferment. Strikesugsted in IstanbulSalonikaand Smyrna among
longshoremen, tobacco and glass workers, public transport and railway workers.
Between 1876 to 1908, there had been important strikes in the naval shipyards,
at the tobacco monopoly and on the railroads. Baprakng to one historian of
the period®, ca. 1908 a true workinglass or proletarian population,
numbering perhaps 200,000, was still emerging from a much larger nomber
artisans in decline. Such labor organization as existed was very much locally
oriented. The kinds of organizations
movement in Europesuch as mutual aid societies and unions, were absent,
even as the industrial relution took hold. The emerging working class was
employed in the state armament industry, mining, by foreign firms and other
industrial companies.

Socialist ideas entered the Ottoman Empire through the more
Europeanoriented minorities: Anenians, Jews, Greeks, Serbs, Bulgafdns
The Sociali st Wealokieafthenta city efd5®,000 and akey o f
transportation hub) which maintained a corresfgnce with the Second
International, was the sole masased organization in the empire at the time.
(After Salonikawas annexed by Greece in 1912, it ceased to have a decisive
I mpact on the movement el sewhere 1in

t

F
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Libya gave rise to a demonstration of 10,000 worke&aionika and the

Second International condemned lItalian imperialism. 20#00nikaworkers

turned out for the May Day demonstration of that year. The Ottoman and Balkan
adherents of the Second Interoatl had attempted a confederation at a
conference in Belgrade in 1910, but the effort was exploded by the two Balkan
wars. With few exceptions, such as the Serbian Social Democrats who voted
against war credits in September 191dese Second Internatial parties
succumbed to nationalism in both the Balkan wars and in World ¥¥ar |

Jews, Armenians and Greeks, in keeping once again with the multi
ethnic claracter of Ottoman society, also played important roles in the socialist
and later communist groups in Istanbul.

Enver Pasha and other Young Turks discredited by the military debacle
approached the Bolshevik&in 1919 in the hope of financial and political
support against Kemal Pasha, whose military triumphs during the world war had
quite eclipsed them. The Bolsheviks initially saw in Enver Pasha as a albeful
in the Sovietization of th&ranscaucasiavhere British backed military activity
against the Russian Revolution continued until 1920, and where he, as a Turk,
could appeal mor eCdimmeci s yot 6Uad.hen#fis st
below) While the exiled Young Turks pursued these machinations, Kemal Pasha
was rallying the military forces in Anatolia which would ultimately ruin the
Uni oni stsd plans.

Kemal Pasha, because of his marginalization from the top CUP
leadership in the intense rivalry with Enver Pasha, as well as his commanding
role in several Ottoman military victories during World War | (above all
Gallipoli), was not discredited in the fashiof Enver Pasha and others (Enver
having been the commander during several disastrous defeats). After the Central
Powers surrendered in Octobdovember 1918, the Allied armies occupied
Istanbul along with Greek troops, the latter being in pursuit of theii Gr eat | d
of annexing Istanbul and western Turkey and rebuilding the Byzantine Empire
lost to Islam in 1453. After Britain and France had divided up the extensive
Ottoman territories in the Middle East, they pursued plans to reduce Turkey
proper to amall rump state in Anatolia, and to divide the rest into
Greek, Italian, French and British spheres of interest. Kemal Pasha rejected
suchdismembermeRt and rallied ndonalist forces in Anatolia for a threear
war that expelled the Greeks and made him into the undisputed leader of the
new reduced nation. This Allied and Greek occupatemg the successful
Kemalist counternttack, are the backdrop to the 19192 ckvelopments
described belot?.

IV. MISADVENTURES OFENVER PASHA

In the immediate postwar years, moreover, there was throughout the
collapsing Ottoman Empire a tendgrio amalgamate Bolshevism and
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IslamP2, further evidenced at the notoriéisBaku Comress of the Toilers of
the East in September 1920. Enver Pasha had first contacted the Bolsheviks
through Kar |l Radek i n Radeko6és Berlin ¢
salon frequented by members of the German High Conmfffardrporatist and
AEG Telefunken CEO Walter Rathenau (later an architect of the Gebmaat
Treaty of Rapallo in 1922) as well as various German Communists. General von
Seeckt, withlinksté¢ he Fr ei korps and one of Rade
the spring of 1919 proposed sending Enver Pasha to M&8cdm
conversations with Enver Pasha, Radek proposgmiifisant Soviet aid to the
burgeoning movement in Anatolia, in exchange for which the CUP would
spread Bolshevik propaganda throughout the Moslem WworEnver Pasha
sunmmarized his agreement with Radek saying that he would embrace socialism,
Aon the condition that it was adapted
internal functioni ™ of the Moslem colt
A second step in the rapprochement between the CUP and the
Bolsheviks took place in Octob&ovember 1919, in negotiations with the CUP
organi zation Karakol around the figur e
officer, Baha Sait, went to Baku in late 191#hd in January 1920 signed an
agreement for an offensive alliance against European imperialism and to support
revolutionary efforts in Moslem countrieés in the agreement with Enver
Pasha, these CUP elemtg would promote revolution where they could in
exchange for Soviet arms and money. The Soviets guaranteed the political and
ideological independence of the Islamic countries that joined theangperialist
struggle, while the Unionists agreed to recagrboviet power in Turkestan and
Dagestan and help establish it in Georgia, Azerbaijan and Arffenia
Following this rapprochement, an initial-soa | | e th Gommunist
Partyo was fbanthecdbegihning of 198G Mast of the founders
wer e finot or PavhoshadfleditocArerbaijans Toirough this
grouping, the first contacts with the Kemalists in Turkey were also
establishe§?. Nuri Pasha, H&brother of Enver Pasha, was a key figure. In
reality, one major objective of the group, in addition to creating a communist
party in Turkey, was to infiltrate the local Baku administration (then in the
hands of the Musavatist Pari)either to incorporate Azerbaijan into the new
Turkey or even to launch the mutduted panTurkic state. But first of all, as
Paul Dumont puts it

At he Sovietizat i onlkethat oz’ zabaign, resentedd A r me
the advantage of countering English me
the Unionists of Baku were applying the directives of the Anatolian government:

the establishment of a common border with the Bolsheviksitaesk, in effect,

one of the main ideas off Kemali st stre
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Both the Soviet Union and the Kemalist government saw this Sovietization as
key to prevating any encirclement by the British.

I n the summer of 1920, the Ebodtlers in t
further negotiations with the Bolsheviks, obtaining armsguid for the

Kemalist resistance. Enver Pasha, who dreamesdmdlantingMustafa Kemal

with a Sovietbacked invasion of Anatolia, argued in August 1920 for the
creation of a AUnion of I slamic Revol L
Co mmu n i simperialistgnogram, in exchange for further Soviet military

and financial support. In the course of these negotiations, Enver wrote in a

muted letter (not mentioning his larger scheme) to Kemal Pasha that

Al n princi

C , t he Rumaynovesentadrece@ t o S
against En

pl e
gl and, even if tflese movemer
In a speech at the Baku Congress, Enver Pasha again reiterated that

i é | t ot meselya desire for support that pulls us toward the Third

|l nternational, but also clo%e ties the
A long programmatic statement,ggai (Labor), also written in September 1920,

and with the participation of Enver Pasha,

Aseems to want to define a specificalll
national and religious realities. National independence is presented as an
indispensale step toward internationalism. The teachings of Islam are

assimilated to socialism; among other things, the califate is maintained, as well

as the soveref®ynty of the sultan. o

These statements seem to indicate both a real commitment to working with the
Bolsheviks and an attempt to create a left alternative to Kemal Pasha.

Comintern chairman Grigori Zinoviev, despite his call at the Baku Congress for

a nj i hatheWeatgnad for Bid part not convinced, and warned that the
Congress would need to be circumspect
which not long ago were killing workers and peasants in the interest of a group

of imperiali st powosestmahehpeove®yptheg acBoass pr ¢
that they are ready to serve® he peopl

Nevertheless, Enver Pasha persisted and in the foljomonths established,
with Soviet agreement and financial st
Revolutionary Societieso and its Turki
s o v i "8 Mostd@ommunisoriented groups in Anatoliaoreover by 1921
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were well infiltrated by Unionist&”. In late July 1921, a Greek victory over the
Kemalists seemed closelaind, and Enver, with Soviet backing, sensed that his
moment had arrived. Mustafa Kemal, however, rallied the Turkish forces and
after his victory at Sakarya began the offensive that expelled the Greeks in
1922’4, Once the Soviet government realized it would be dealing with a
Kemalist government in Turk&, Enver -Panmimst@dancg was
nearing its end. He went to Bukhara initially as a Soviet representative but broke
with the Bolsheviks and enlisted the Turkmen Basmachis in his earlier pan
Turanian dream, now fighting against the Red Army, and was killed in battle in

192274,

V. THE MAIN FACTIONS OFEMERGING TURKISH COMMUNISM

aTurkish ASpartakistso

A group of Turks in exile in Germany during the war, organized in the
Party of Workers anBarmers of Turkeywere won over to Marxism and some
of them were in the streets with the Spartakusbund in January 1919. They
emerged from the several thousand Ottoman citizens then studying or working
in Germany. The intellectual core, with their leadEthem Nejat and Sefik
Husnd, returned to Turkey in mid 919 after publishing one issue of their
journal Kurtulus (Liberation) in exile, an issue strikingly remote from the

explosive issues of thetimé.n real ity, this group was
mainly because they had been i n Ger mar
was overshadowed, in this largely intellectual group, by the French influence of
Henr i Barbusseds journal Clart®. That

inventorswhormar k t he unfol ding of progresso
Kurtulus group.
Back in Turkey, they added the word s
existence. They had pretensions of rivaling the much larger and much more
working-class based Thkish Socialist Party (TSP), but in their first phase of
existence did not get very far, turning out only a few hundred people at the mass
demonstration organized by the TSP on May Day 1921. In reality, their program
differed little from that of the TSP They received authorization to resume
publication of Kurtulus. Ethem Nejat and Sefik Hisnil were, again, the main
editors. Both issued from middt#ass backgrounds anddstudied abroad,
Husnu being strongly influenced by Jegian socialism in France. By early
1920, some members rebelled against the elitist bent of the group, and left
Istanbul for Kemalist territory. Sefik Hisnu and Ethem Nejat moved toward
communism, laving the leadership to its moderate fraction.

In late 1920, Sefik Hisnl and Sadrettin Celal resumed control, now
applying the Comintern line under the influence of the Baku Congress of the
Toilers of the East, benefiting from the increasing debacle of$ire The
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groupdés new journal was named, not acc
Barbusseds journal i n France, and an
had several hundred worker militants. Nevertheless, in 1921, despite the
applicationoftheComi nt ern | ine of a dAunited fr
of the bourgeoisieo, they faiclassd t o ms
base of the PST in Istanbul. An Allied intelligence report onrvigfig activity in
Istanbul did not even mention Awlik. But its ties to the Comintern caught the
attention of the Kemalistasnd i n spite of the groupos
to the Grand National Assembly congratulating it on the abolition of the
sultanate.

We shall return to the career of Sefik Hiiamd the Aydinklik group
momentarily, when Hisnu, with these elitist origins, emerges as the leader of the
right wing of the Turkish communist movement under the Turkish Republic, and
ultimately becomes a Stalinist.

b. The Left Wing of Turkish Communisn1 9261925

More obscure, and little discussed in Wesianguage literature on
Turkish socialism and communism in this period, is a distinct left wirt, its
main initial base in Anatolia, whose best known figures were the Bashkir Sharif
Manatov and Salih Haciodf. They emerged in 1920 out of the ferment
following the Ottoman surrender, the soviet movement in northeast Anatolia,
and a regroupment of disparate forces
western Anatolia. Hacioglu in particular was from the beginning opposed to the
i deol ogy of fndtiommal bwdr $192@ wavtlgghb ¢ ha
Turkish communists mainly followed the Comintern position on the question.
Through the 19191922 years of struggle, war, repression and prison, and
ultimately until its defeat and eradication by 1927, this factiamived to
broadly Al eft communisto positions. | t
class and allied groups than the Istarbaged, elitist Aydinlik group, tepheavy
with intellectuals, even though the latter had the sponsorship of the Comintern
and,with the triumph of Stalinism, ultimately prevailed as the left wing was
dispersed and liquidated, often physically. The Turkish left communists even
had an ally in a Comintern official, Grigori Safarov. Safarov worked in the
Comi nt er nds Elmddlreadyrclashed with temin an thd national
guestion. He joined the Bolsheviks in 1908, had been with Lenin in Switzerland,
and returned to Russia on the same train. He was affiliated with the Russian left
communists andvrote a book, The National Qstgon and the Proletariat (1923).
He did everything in his power to support the left wing of the Turkish
communists against HisnU and the Aydinlik group, but was removed from his
position as a member of the aBtalinist oppositiof?.
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VI. Vicissitudes of the Soviet Rapprochement with Kemalist Turkey and the
Fortunes of Turkish Communists

Kemal Pasha was clearly a pioneer among leaders of authoritarian
development rdges outside the West in many ways, and not least of all in his
strategy of frightening the Western powers by mercurial relations with the
Soviet Union, as well as in the alternation of his tolerance and repression of
internal Communist activity in Turkayself. What interests us above all is
Soviet tolerance of that repression when it suited Soviet foreign policy to do so.

Mustafa Kemal s original mission in
dimension as well as a nationalist one:

NRét he r eas omalwkhite am$ua, whdch has become the beginning

of everything in the mythology of national liberation, was because British

| mperialism wanted to send an Ottoman
the fact that, following the suppression of the sovietenaoent in the cities of

Erzurum, Erzincan, Bayburt and Sivas at the hands of the Ottoman army, they
wanted the region to be examined and they wanted precautions to be taken
against similar possible events in the future if necessary. The soviet movement,
certered in the city of Erzincan, was a development from the revolutionary
propaganda made by Russian soldiers in the region, and while the Russian army
was retreating after the revolution, the Armenian, Kurdish and Turkish laborers

in the region, moving beyml sharp national divisions, came together. This
movement was crushed by th® Ottoman Ar

The Turkish working class, though small, and with its tieesural labor,
was definitely a force to be reckoned with in the political calculations of
contending parties in the pedtorld War social climate.

Worker ferment also emerged in the western zones under Allied
occupation, above all Istanbul. In 1920, the Turkish Socialist Party, with a
real workingclass base and affiliated with the Second International, took a
militant turn in occupied Istanbul with the threat of a general strike (January
1921). Another strike was threatened at the gas works in, Agldwed by a
May Day demonstration of unprecedented size. Largely unsuccessful struggles
againstforeign companies followed. The Socialist Party went into decline
through these stalemates, but a militant tramway strike erupted in January 1922.
The SPlirew itself into the struggle in order to regain momentum, but the strike
ended in a disaster for the workers. New worker organizations arose to fill the
void.
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Mustafa Kemal 6s movement was a reco
CUP elite into a newrpto-state, (known until the 1923 declaration of the
Turkish Republic as the Grand National Assembly):

nThe Kemal
of t he mil
movement e

I St movementto mgrenkédendmbery pr e v
Itary and political beir eauctr
ither came from thé& Ottoman

Mustafa Suphi, a key figure in the very early history of the Turkish
CP, arrived in Baku (Azerbaijanh May 1920, with full backing of the
Comintern. His assignment was a delicate one. THareanists who had
foundedtheself t yl ed ATur ki sh Communi st Party
on one hand suspected of being more Islamic socialists than commbisia
the other hand, they still maintained powerful connections with CUP figures in
the Turkish bureaucracy and military and could be of great use as contacts with
the Kemalist movemefi. Suphi thus reconstituted
sectiono of the Turkish CP, and expell
dispatched an envoy to Mustafa Kemal in July asking the Ankara government 1)
if the Turkish Bolsheviks woullle allowed to create a legal organization in
Anatolia; 2) what changes might be made in the current Bolshevik program to
make it applicable in Anatolia; and 3) what were the views of the Grand
National Assembly on the application of the Bolshevik progr&ah#&envoy was
also instructed to tell the Ankara government that the Baku organization would
provide it, for the time being, with 50 cannons, 70 machine guns and 17,000
rifles 2 It amounted to an offer to exchange these arms for legal toleration of
Bolshevik activity in Anatolia.

An initial conference of Turkish communists had taken place in Moscow
in July 1918 and had revealed serious factional disagreements; Mugpaia S
hoped to heal these differences and qualify the party for membership in the
Third International, which held its Second Congress in July#¥20he
founding congressf the party, superseding the organization created in the
spring, took place in Baku in September, immediately after the (above
mentioned) Congress of the Toilers of the East. 74 delegates participated, in
contrast to the 20dd delegates two years earliEollowing in the spirit of the
just-concluded international Congress, many of these delegates, in the view of
Dumont, Asaw in communism nothing but
of Islamd whereas perhaps ®.dm had any
Unionists were eliminated from the central committee. In discussions at the
congress, a majority of delegates argued for maintaining Islamic traditions and
vigorously@posed the partyds program for se
and judiciary. There was approval for the abolition of the caliphate, but all other
antrreligious measures were s@kdaled. The congress also approved the
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decisions taken by the Comint n6s Second Congress on s
|l i beration movements which i ncluded bogc
AAppeal to the Workers in Turkeyo ar gt
measure® but not for a radical social transformation.

Contacts and concertation between the Kemalists and the Soviet
government had, up to the turn of Turkish fortunes at Sakarya, hardly been
without its frictions. The Soviet lo&ing of Enver Pasha had not helped. A
further major sticking point had been Armenia, where the Bolsheviks had
committed themselves to the right of seééterminatio?, and where Kemal
Pasha wanted three provinces for Turkey previously lost to Tsarist Russia.
Kemalist forces to that end had pushed beyond th&$itd Turkish borders
with the apparent goal of annexation. Chicherin (then in charge of Soviet foreign
policy) and the Soviet government were suspicious of a secret agreement
between Kemal and the Allies enabling Britain to open a newGaviiet
front®Z. On one hand, in a speechBaku in November 1920

AStalin extolled the third anniversar.y
friendship between Soviet Russia and Kemalist Turkey, declaring that the

Turkish revolutionary movement, although bourgeois in character, wasngsisti

the Entente imperialists and creating such ferment in the Caucusus and the Near
East as was unimagi®able three years e

But Chicherin warned of a possiblerad conflict with Turkey if Kemal pushed

too faf?, and both the Soviets and the Armenians suspected that Kemal wanted

all the territory awarded to the Ottoman Empirehat Treaty of BresLitovsk

and might possibly fihave been encour ac
powers to press beyond Kars in the hope of driving the Red Army out of
Azerb®i jAhder the collapse of Gener al
Crimea in November 1920, and the subsequent transfer of thousands of Red

Army soldiers to the Caucusus, the Kemalists calmed down, stopped referring to
BrestLitovsk, and focused oannexing parts of Armenia.

Mustafa Kemal, himself obviously no communisiad his own reasons to
be dubious of the Sovidturkish entente. At the time of the arrival of Mustafa
Suphi s envoy seeking | egal recogni tic

Athepot hesis of a possible Bolshevizat
particular®y extravagant o

Pro-Soviet sentiment in the nationalist milieu was at a high pitch, amdaK
himself had issued a manifesto calling on Muslims to form a bloc with the
Communists against the Western powers. Another important Kemalist leader,
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Kazim Karabekir, commander of the Army of the East, imagined the possibility
of fAaccl i mak itzh enar iBed sthaertaih madifioationsa 0 o nc
were madé?,

Significant Soviet aid in the form of gold shipments began to arrive in August
1920; more would follown December. The vindictive Allied peace treaty of
Sevres (among other things depriving Turkey of the three disputed Armenian
provinces that would cause the serious problems discussed above) was imposed
on the surviving Ottoman government in Istanbul on ALy and four days

later Mustafa Kemal addressed the (rebel) Grand National Assembly in Ankara
on the similarities between the communitarian spirit of Islam and Bolsh&djsm

a speech aimed, once again, at winning the trust of the Bolsheviks while
frightening the West. At this juncture, Kemal had to walk a very fine line

between offending the Soviets and allowing the Ba&sed Turkish CP to

operate in Turkey itself, asdlparty delegate had requested in July. Kemal used
the occasion of the rout of the Red Army in Poland in August 1920 to harden his
attitude toward communist activity in Anatolia and to steal the populist rhetoric
ofaleftoppositi on gr oty (f, belowhtbat Seaamedtdbe 6 s P a
outflanking his government in parliament. With the Soviet government

distracted elsewhere, Mustafa Kemal in September replied to Suphi that

Awe should abstain from untimely and
a factor of disunity and in that way bring about the failure of the national
struggle fo®™ independencebd

At the same time, to avoid pushing Suphi and the CP intalestime activity,

Kemal reiterated that he and they were pursuing the same objective (national
liberation) and asked the Baku organization to send an accredited representative
to Ankara Aso that the Turkish communi
cod d coll abBbrate fullybd

This was, once again, complicated by the situation in Armenia, as
indicated. Nonetheless, at the beginning of November 1920, Suphi replied to
Kemal 6s | etter announcing that the accHt
Ankara, adding that
his party was committed to fully su
o nothing to weaken B8r divide th i

p
e [

o
oy s

0]

In early December, Mustafa Suphi and twenty comrades left Baku for
Turkey, apparently convinced by 2emal
and arrived in Kars on December 28, where they received an official welcome
from Kazim Karabekir, despite the | att

™
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timing could hardly have been worse, since at that venmpemt Kemalist forces

were engaged in violent confrontation with the armed bands of Cerkes Edhem

(cf. below), a former supporter of the Grand National Assembly who had turned
against Kemal in the hope of rallying
nane of HABol shevismoéo, and who thereby s
disunity®®. At this juncture, the government had decided that the Communists
should return to Rssia. Kazim Karabekir ordered the governor of Erzurum,

Hamit bey, to whip up a press campaigr
against Mustafa Suphi and his comrades to dissuade them from remaining in
Turkey. In this way, Karabekir (and presumably Kenasdlia) hoped that this

negative reception would appear to be due to the recklessness of the communist
group and not directed against the Soviet Union. On January 22, an angry crowd

in Erzurum prevented Suphi and his comrades from leaving the train stattbn,

they returned toward the coast, everywhere encountering crowds shauting
communist insults and hurling rocks. Six days later, on January 28, they finally
arrived in Trabzon where they immediately accepted the offer of a motorboat to
depart. They wre overtaken by another boat, murdered, and thrown into the

sead™

Activities of the Turkish Communist Party were not entirely paralyzed by
these murders. But they wagpart of a larger crackdown on the left by the
Kemalists. In December, measures had already been intensified against
Aextremi stso and by January 19whgd, accoec
organizations in AY aheddabzen mbrdetshadli s app e ¢
merely been the culmination of a wave of represSfonA few days later (Eb.
1, 1921) the fAnPeopleds Communist Pa
di sband and its | eaders charged wit
to long years in prison.

rty
h s

Paul Dumont is eloquent on the Soviet reaction:

AThe r eprueesa Jamuary 182lavere noted in Moscow without the
slightest murmur. Only much | ater did
in 1920 and 1921 by the Ankara government. At the time, quite to the contrary,

the emphasis was on the progressof TtRkss i an f ri®endshi p. o

In this climate, Turkish negotiators arrived in Moscow on Feb. 17, 1921.
The Armenian question was still a central source of tension. A military
confrontation also seemed possible in Georgia, where both Red Army and
Turkish troops were present, the latter in provinces lost to Russia in 1878. The
Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs, Bekir Sami, was making amgmmunist
speeches in the capitals of Bpe.
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In order to retain the alliance with the Kemalist regime, the Soviet
government signed a Atreaty of friends
16, 1921. Turkish retained the three provinces occupied in 1920, and other
concession&2 The Kemalists agreed to crack down on groups in Turkey
attempt to propagate pdruranism in Russia, and the Soviet government agreed
not to back activities aimed at the Kemalist goweent in Turkey. Nevertheless,
mistrust reigned on both sides and many questions of implementation dragged
on into 1922. But the Kemalistsd repre
never intruded®.

After the repression of 19221, the ebbs and flows of an organized left
independent of Mustafa Kemal paralleled the ebbs and flows of the Turkish
Soviet relationship. On May Day 1921, there were in fact massive worker
demonstrations in Istanbul. In December 19ahuary 1922 M.V. Frunze,
commandein-chief of Soviet forces in the Ukraine, made an extended visit to
Ankara that was a higlvater mark in relations. Some of the Communists who
had received long sentences lafready been amnestied in September 1921, and
I n March 1922, several of them were at
Communi st Party of Turkeyo. The Sovi et
apprised of their activitids®!

A pamphlet of the Turkish CP in February 1922, a month before the party
returned to legal status, pulled no punches:

AThe purely bourgeois a#dG)addapotal c eqdd
begun o try to block the danger it fears the most: the young communists secretly

organizing in the countryéThe Kemal i st
its dungeons at® he first opportunity.

But the pamphlet did not stop there:

fBut the point that matters to us is that all the acts of betrayal and murder were
commi tted while in a close alliance wi
Russia declared that Anatolia wasnamunist in their long articles in the

Moscow newspaper, a horde of police and soldiers chased the real communists

in Anda%olia. o

Relations between the Soviet Uniordafurkey, despite the Hlegalization,
went downhill from there, however; in April 1922 the Cheka accused the
Turkish embassy in Moscow of espionage and Kemal Pasha recalled his
ambassador. Worse still, from the Soviet viewpoint, Kemal refused to condemn
the Basmachi revolt led by Enver Pasha. With the final crushing of the invading
Greek troops in September 1922, the chill became matifest

Further repression of commist groups intensified in October 1922. The
Ottoman sultan, who had not yet formally handed power in Istanbul over to the
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Kemalists, banned several worker organizations. However, thousands of worker
militants did attend congresses in the Curukova regih,an important

presence of the communist left. Then, during the negotiations for the Treaty of
Lausanne (November 192R21ly 1923) which formally recognized the Kemalist
victory in Turkey and scrapped the punitive Treaty of Sévres, Kemalist
Communist redtions warmed yet again. By early 1923, various communist
groups were at liberty to have a public existence and publications. The Soviet
press blew hot and cold (as shall be documented below) praising the alliance
with Turkey while attacking the Turkishpprochement with the Allies. But

once the Allies had conceded control over the Straits to Kemal Pasha, the
Kemalists unleashed a police operation against communist militants in Istanbul.
This ti me, Pravda ran a headltmaye A Whi t
numbers of workers struck on May Day 1923, above all in Istanbul. Further
strikes involving 30,000 workers occurred in a INlgvember 1923 strike wave

(cf. below).

VIl. OTHER CURRENTS OF THETURKISH LEFT, 19181925

Il n addi ti oni sttoo tgireo ipSpaamrd atkhe Tur ki ¢
described above, which became the two main factions of the Turkish CP, it is
necessary to parse out the different currents and organizations on the scene in
these decisive years, some of whom muddled the clarttyeo€P.

Outright repression such as the murder of Mustafa Suphi and fourteen
other communists in January 1921 was only one dimension (albeit the most
brutal) of the difficulties that confronted militants in Turkey under the Kemalist
regime. Mustafa Kemaillso was masterful in mixing eaptation and repression,
as illustrated in the fates of other currents in the years leading up to the creation
of the Republic (October 1923) and thereafter.

a. The Green Army

One manifestation of the power of Islam in thenediate postwar
political conjuncture wasaMay&928% eati or
Various Muslim groups in the former Russian empire used green, the color of
Islam. Some of these militias fought in theanscaucasiand participated in the
capture of Baku in September 1918. The Kemalists used the rumors of such a
AGreen Armyo to quell suspicions about
suspicions fanneldy the Sultanate in Istanbul. The actual Green Army saw as its
task the struggle against reactionary Islamic opponents of the Kerft&ligthe

Gr een Ar-AswrosspogsiblypasT ur ani st call was fAAs
Asianso. At the Second Congress of t he
denouncedpaAsi ani sm as serving the interes

I mperi al i s mo-mafiiened Cerkeg Edlaeln emeeged as a
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strongman of the Green Army, with 3,000 fighting men under lsingwing the
potential to become a rival to Mustafa Kemal, a break with the nationalists
occurred, and Kemal attempt to dissolve the organization. In October 1920, the
law on associations wagnended to give the government the right to ban
organizations it deemed dangerous to state security.

Matters were complicated by the influence of the Bashkirian
Bolshevik, Sharif Manatov, on the Green Army. Manatov was undoubtedly one
of the most interging figures on the leftving of the emerging communist
movement. He was giving lectures in Eskehir, a center of radical agitation, and
much of the Green Army press coming oL
various theological subtleties, that the preésed Bolshevism were identical to
t hose 6% A Comihtermirfluence on the Green Army meant that
outright repression of its militants, at this delicate junctaréviustafa Kemal,
could create problems with the Soviet
| ate October, an dAofficial o Communi st
integrated some Green Army militants (including Cerkes EdletmYhe
official party and moved its press to Ankara, Kemal then dissolved the Green
Army. A number of Edhembés irregul ars v
Edhem, catching the drift of events, tried to provoke a resistance, which proved
futile. The government issued adict prohibiting the recruitment of irregular
forces by anyone, for whatever reason.
troops disbanded or were crushed as part of the general repression of early
January 1921, and Edhem fled. The Kemalist government treggramed the
publishing operations of the former Green Army into the official stateHféss
On January 8, as part of the wave of repression of DecembeiJaf@pary 1921
Kemal violently denounced Edhem and tFl
the Grand National Assembly.

bThe Peopl edbs Party

The Peoplebds Party (Halk firkasi)
Army militants could adapt themselves to Kaist institutions, even though
some of its members refused such integration. In the summer of 1920, it made
up more than onurth of the deputies in the Grand National Assembly in
Ankara, the largest opposition to the Kemalists. It took over wholdsaléreen
Armyoés mix of Bol sAsiansm. Beww peoplesattllism and Pe
juncture had any clear idea of what Bolshevism meant, beyond popular
resistance to the Allies. Cheik Servet, a major party spokesman, argued in the
wake of the Baku Congress thie task was allying with the Bolsheviks for a
jinad against the West. For Serv&, 0|l shevi smdés principles
namely fAchari®™) and generositybod

The Peoplebds Party was power ful en
Assembly to defeat a Kemalist candidate for the powerful post of Minister of the
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Interior (in charge of political surveillance) and elect one its members, Nazim
Bey. Mustafa Kemal wasot pleasedand forced his resignation.

Then, in early September, the Peop
somewhat radical measures that would clearly lead to a divisive debate in the
assembly. These included an assertion of popularesigwty, specified
intellectual and manual workers as the real source of power, and affirmed the
Asacred precepts of I sl amo, above all
the vices of the West. It argued for democratic assemblies at everyfievel o
public life, a struggle against alcoholism and criminality, free and mandatory
public education, land distribution and the easing of tax buttféhs.

KemalPasha met this threat by Iiftin
program into his own, iIn | ess provocat
Party acquiesced and Kemal 6s progr am,
constitutional commission. The new constitutiolaa of Jan. 20, 1921 affirmed
fidelity to the person of the sultaraliph, to Islam and to the institutions of the
Ottoman monarchy.

c.The nofficial o Turkish Communi st Part

Created as a graiag to defuse the Bolshevik influenced elements of the
Green Army, the official Turkish Communist Party was founded in late October,
1920, as a prop to Kemalist power. All communist groups were ordered by the
Ministry of the Interior to cease activity or join the new party. For the
government, the official TCP wahe only form of Bolshevism appropriate for
Turkey since, in contrast to Russia, all strata of Turkish society were subjugated
to the oppression of Western imperiaffa To avoi d the conft
and sol diersdé soviets, Ke mal ordered A4
the Westernfrontt o become a member of the part
the party would be Ain thedaehands of tF
a r m3Pdhe arrival, also in Octobef an important Soviet mission in
Ankara was the occasion for a wave of-pommmunist articles in the nationalist
press, as gesture to the Soviet UniB. Much of the new par
strangely echoed t heopt&tidyMustadakemaPEe ty pr
party statutes stated that sgoarguing for the suppression of property were

Asupporters of | mpreasserted thesdentitg of commumigti t a |
principles with Islam, and the partyos
Nevertheless, the partyhegovameensipaper WwWe

January 1921 in the general crackdown on all left organizations, and the party,
with no public presence, faded away.

VIII. THE PEOPLESB COMMUNIST PARTY: THE NATIONAL QUESTIONPOINT-
BLANK
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The serious Turkish communistrpawhich survived, and emerged
from, these ideological shifts and dubious felltravelers such as the Islamo
Communists wultimately polarized bet wee
Aydinlik group and the left wing, the Anatolian current represented byfShar

Manatov and Sali h Hacioglu, and, follc
Hacioglu.

The Peoplebds Communist Party (Te¢r ki
created in the summer of 1920, possi bl

organization in Bak&*?. It emerged from a network of propaganda groups in
Istanbul, Eskisehir and the ports of the Black Sea, as well as militants of the
Green Army who had gone underground rathan be ceopted. It included, as
indicated, Manato**? andHacioglt*®®, thelate r , destined to b
spokesman right up to its liquidation in Turkey and in Russia. The party
program was strikingly similar to that of the Green Army, with the important
exception of an assertion of the separation of religion and $Detduly14,
1920, a proclamation published in Eski
workerso of Anatolia the creation of &
the Third International. The party militants even managed to organize
demonstrations against faat conscription in Eskisehir. Financing for a party
press and other activities arrived in October with the Soviet mission in Ankara.
Mustafa Kemal quickly attacked this clandestine party through the
Aof ficial 6 Communi st Par teyin@ctotber 920p e | | €
Most militants of the clandestine party refused to bend and launched their
counterattack in November. Salih Hacioglu and others from the core group
fused with some deputies of the |l eft v
Turkiye halk istirakiyyun firkasi, with Hacioglu playing a key role. They issued
a circular announcing the creation of the new party and insisting that it alone
was the real continuity with the now-opted Green Armywhile denouncing
the fAoffi ci arty'd inthe mame af thesThird Riternational and of
Bolshevism. The party statutes and program were nonetheless recognized by the
Ministry of the Interior at the end &fecember 1920 and the party briefly
became legal.
It was, to put it mildly (as Paul Dumont undersc8fé& a bad time to
emerge from clandestinity. As has been shovevipusly, at the end of 1920
and the beginning of 1921 the Kemalist regime was bent on liquidating the
Anatolian left. The party nonetheless forged ahead, launched its daily newspaper,
Emek (Labor) in middanuary, and created an uproar. The editorialefitht
issue argued that the Koran was hostile to private property and to capitalism. It
made no concessions to othersdé6 attempt
Turkish conditions. A major effort, hc
was to reoncile Bolshevism with the Islamic tradition. The paper was banned
after it reprinted an article from a Bulgarian communist newspaper attacking the
dictatorial nature of Kemalism and predicting civil war in Anatolia. On January
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8, as indicated earlier, Mtzgga Kemal had made his violently aommunist
speech.
Salih Hacioglu was arrested on January 11, and shortly thereafter, Muslim
clerics issued a fatwa calling on believers to avoid communist groups. At the
end of January, most party leaders were amlestacepting only three who had
parliamentary immunity. The party was dissolved on February 2. In April 1921,
even the parliamentary deputies were stripped of immunity, convicted of
attempting to overthrow the government, and sentenced to 15 years t#bdward
Less prominent figures received shorter senteficés.
This heavy repression did not, however, snuff out the activities of

communist militants in Anatia. The new rapprochement between Turkey and
the Soviet Uni on, mar ked (as i ndicatec
December 1921, was preceded by amnesties of many of those arrested,
including Salih Haciogl&?.

The following is Paul Dumont 6s inte
communism at this juncture, in a passage worth quoting at length:

AThe dissolution of the Peopl etihthe Co mmL
history of the Turkish dlefto. For nee
scattered around Anatolia would be forced to slacken their activity. When the

PCPT arose again from its ashes in March 1922, it had lost a large part of its

vitality and spontaneity. Thereafter we find a doctrinaire movement, cut off

from active political life and completely domesticated by the Communist
International.

Compared to this cautious and drab left the later period, the 1920 left was
characterized, oveltaby its combativity, its candor in matters of doctrine, and

also by its wiliness. Furtheréwe are r
which are inextricably interpenetrated. Through the multiplicity of individual

positions, we can distinguish, wighlittle benevolence, three major currents. A
nationalist, even ultraationalist current, whose main idea seems to have been
exploiting communist effervescence to create a Greater Turanian Turkey

reaching from Constantiople to Bukhara.moderate currentepresented by

Hakki Behic, careful above all to avoid a social upheaval, and an advocate of
reforms granted and managed by the ste
current, in thrall to the ideas of the October

Revolution, but in no way ready to tw overboard the cultural and social

traditions of the country.

What strikes us, in these three currents, is the central role they assign to Islam.
With their eyes on the West, Ottoman socialists before the First World War
cheerfully ignored the Islamighenomenon. For the Turkish left of 1920, based
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in the heart of Anatolia, its eyes fixed on the East, Islam was on the contrary a
per manent obsessioné

Once the Third International succeeded in integrating the Anatolian communist
movement, this concern thijustification by Islam disappeared totally from the
ideological baggage of the Turkish militants. After 1922, we see a garden

variety Marxism take hold in Turkey, one that was certainly convincing, but
somewhat oblivious to the economic, cultural andaaealities of the country.

This transformation of ideas was accompanied by a change in recruitment. The
Green Army, the Populist group, the of
Communist Party had been infiltrated by a mass of former members of th

Committee for Union and Progress. After the failure, in September 1921, of the
putsch planned by Enver Pasha against the government of Mustafa Kemal, these
Unionists definitively turned away from the ideas of the left, which had shown
themselves to be aperative in the confrontation with Kemalist nationalism.

These fiextremi stso found themselves | €
well what to do with the doctrine provided by the Comintern, and aware of
having missed thel rain of the revol ut

Such, at any rate, is Dumontds | ea
He is, however,seemingly oblivious to the explicit lefting oppositon coming
from Anatolia to Sefik Hisnu and the Aydinlik group, and the debate that
erupted in the party over support to bourgeois national liberation, i.e. the
Kemalist movement. The aftiationalist stance of Salih Hacioglu and the-left
wing basewas hdrl y fAdr abo.

The PCPT was allowed to resume legal existence in spring 1922, but
repression tightened again and it was forced to hold its party congress in
September in clandestinity, in Ank&f&. The congress voted, in line with the
directives of the Third Congress of the Comintern, to support the Kemalist
revolution for the time being. It also announced a certain orientation to the
Turkish peasantry, the gaemajority of the population.

Party militants, with the left predominating, did manage to get a
significant worker confederation off the ground in Cilicia,southeastern
Turkey. The confederationbs congress,
the PCTP and 40 proletarian delegatesgarly October 1922 called for the
eighthour day, a guaranteed minimum wage, paid vacations, and collective
bargaining contracts. The congress attacked thenamkier policies of Kemalist

antrcommunist PrimeMii st er Rauf bey, decl aring
which | ost so many sons in the struggl
compelled to no I%nhger offer its suppoc

Be that as it maypn October 11, the contending armies signed the
Armistice of Mudanya ending the TurKareek war, and a new shift to the right
was imminent. In the midst of national celebrations of the military victory, the
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PCTP was dissolved bige government, which accused it of treason and of
espionage on behalf of the Soviet Union. Siatid party militants, including a
number of workingclass sympathizers, were arrested in Ankara on October 20,
and a few days later further arrests followeatighout Anatolia. The new

Cilician confederation was also banned. All in all, 200 people had been arrested.
Salih Hacioglu and a handful of party leaders escaped the dragnet because they
were en route to the Fourth Congress of the Comintern in Moscow.

Once again, for the Soviet government and the Comintern, the
importance of the relationship to the Kemalist government trumped solidarity
with the political prisoners. The Frer
simply ran thhe ©OédddITum&k eiylda | zvestia :
hail Turko-Soviet friendship and fretted about whether the Soviet Union would
be included in the Lausanne Conference, where the terms of the peace would be
finalized in spring 1923. The Kemalist abolitiohtbe sultanate on Novwas
widely commented upon in the international communist press, but not the
political prisoners.

Only on Nov. 15 did long articles on the repression in Turkey appear on
the front pages of Izvestia and Pravda. mititerim two weeks, the Kemalists
had continued various artommunist harassments. The Soviet embassy in
Ankara had been forced to close its cc
di plomatic pouch had been confiscated.
harassments, combined with the preoccupation over the Lausanne
conference were the pinpricks that brought about the change int&e.

A new silence oithe repression descended on the international
communist press in late November. The Lausanne Conference opened on
November 20 with Soviet participation, and the settlement of the status of the
Straits loomed large in the offing. On November 22, a majaiaky Karl
Radek in Pravda asserted that the So
demands of Turkeyo at Lausanne and t
inconsistencies of Soviet policy

Vi
h

Adi d not wunderstand t hat ,indegendénbof t o m, ¢
tactical maneuvers or the internal p ol
spite of all deviations and zigzags, Soviet Russia is following the great historical

road on which the international industrial proletariat can march together with th
liberation movements of the peoples of the East in the struggle against
internati®hal capital .o

The Fourth Congress ofyreafiireningdleemi nt e
decisions of the Third Congresmviting communists of the colonial or semi
colonial world to coll aborate with HfAbc
contrast to what Lenin had said in 1920, might even collaborate with the pan
Islamist$=%. This support for the nationalist bourgeoisie in the sestonial
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and colonial world was reiterated in a speech by Karl Radek. Salih Hacioglu
sent the following replyo the Comintern delegates:

fé the | atest attack and assault, whioc
Party by the national bourgeoisie, which acquired its class consciousness thanks
to the financial and politlcal aid froc

would neither beat the Turkish communists into submission nor stop the social
revolution.

With the end of military hostilities and the reunification of the coyntry
the focus of communist activity shifted from Anatolia to Istanbul,

Awith its countless artisanal shops, f
plants, its textile industries, soap manufacture, naval shipyards and its port and

railway installato ns, t he most I mportant Oprol et
East24

Foll owing the Anatolian crackdown

group in Istanblwas the only legal lefiving organization in the new Turkey.
The sultan, in the last days of Ottoman power, had indeed carried out similar
arrests in Istanbul, forcing a number of militants to flee abroad. But tensions
between the Allies and the Kemalisggime during the Lausanne negotiations
provoked yet another shift in Turkisboviet relations. Following the Fourth
Congress of the Comintern, Hisn, with a base in Istarand,Salih Hacioglu,
back from Russia and representing Anatolia, faced eaeln atithe two key
figures of Turkish communism. As a disciplined Comintern party, its task was to
continue supporting the Kemalist regime while at the same time preparing for
the coming proletarian revolution, a support which Hacioglu and his base
rejected H¢sn¢gods journal Aydinli k (whose i
been di scus s e d)thebreticaberpeessiornirelstgniaul Higna s
and his followers applied the new Thir
masseso and swmiugati ean maesfiemtgar 0, but
theonlyrealworkeb ased organi zation in | stanbu
of Sakir Rasim, a seasoned union militant. Rasim and his militant followers had
real success in a campaign against foreignrenses, to the approval of the
Kemalists and the Turkish employers, while leaving the Aydinlik group on the
margins.

The H¢gsn¢ faction of the TCP, howev
Communist Party announced a nationwide economic congress im&nyr
convene in February 1923. The congress was to group peasants and farm hands,
business people, workers, industrialists and artisans to draw up ambitious
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economic reforms for the new regime. Huge local energies went into drawing up
proposals and progms. Sefik Hiisnl drew up a program for a workers

commission that called for, among other things, the dight day, an absolute

ban on child | abor, three daysoé | eave
maternity leave, a weekly rest period, abolitionlbfemal limits on the right to

strike and to associatio heal t h care system and ev
for communication between workers and bo$$&sA furthertext with a

program for the entire Turkish economy, appearing in Aydindiljed for the
modernization of Turkish agriculture and a series of measures improving the
situation of the Anatolian peasantry, as well as dealing with other sectors. This
documehwas notable by its recognition of the necessity of accepting, for the
interim, the inevitability of dealing with foreign capital. Aydlinlik, echoing its

elitist Clarté origins discussed earlier, was in effect calling for the creation of a
statesponsoredatreation of a Turkish capitalist class:

the State should favor the creatio
ternal mar ket and take charge of a

i é n
I n I
nationalization of the railway companies or at least partizdmalization

t h

de

rough the purchase of shareséand fir
dicated to oPf®ning up Anatolia. o

The congress began mid-February 1923, lasting ten days. The Soviet
ambassador as well as the ambassador from Azerbaijan arrived on the same train
as Mustafa Kemal and caused a sensatic
tribunal oifmbpbemioal i $ Wegatiatiahs at Llansgnne, viae n
the order ofthedayT he aut horities had taken car
delegates (187 total, many of them having no workilags credentials) with an
eye to sidelining potential subversives. The congress was divided imto fou
working groups: agriculture, commerce, industry and labor. The more
circumspect General Union of Workers from Istanbul presented a more
moder ate program than H¢gsn¢gbs, more or
benevolence. Despite hostility from tbemmerce and industry sections, which
introduced their amendmentt)e worker delegation managed to get its program
forwarded to the government. The ability of the small worker minority present
to expedite its platform against serious hostility inspireflk3Husnu
congratulate the Turkish worker delegation on its maturity and its ability to
make itself heard by the other social classes pr&Striisnii and the Socialist
Party of Workers and Farm Laborers, with the war over and a significant impact
at the national conferencéought their moment, after the chill of the fall
arrests,had arrived.

Once again, Hisnti and the Aydinlik group made their calculations
without anticipating the pendulum swing of Tur&oviet relations. They failed
to reckon with the fact that after their triumph at Lausanne, the Kemalists no
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longer needed the Soviet alliance. Some propaganda volleys had been
exchanged during the Lausanne peadestalver real or apparent Turkish
concessions to the Allies. Then,
rai ded the offices of H¢gsngds par
March 17, an ad hoc tribunal launched the trial of the mistarrested the
previous October, as well as Salih Hacioglu and a number of radical workers.
During the Lausanne détente, the Russians had tried to obtain the freedom of

t e
t

h
y ar

r

those arrested through official channeésu ddenl y H¢sn¢gds grou

the rewest shock, and having itself presented candidates in the December 1919
elections, could only manage to issue a minimum program to ferret out the

Aprogressiveso among those running. H ¢

the Kemalists, barring the wayo i r e &he $Soviet and Turkish

newspapers exchanged propaganda volleys. On April 21, a new wave of
harassment and then arrests followed, this time netting Sefik Hiisnu and other
party leaders. Aralov, the ambassador in Ankara, was asked to take aded
several employees of the Soviet consul in Istanbul were expelled from Turkey.

Now the international communist press rose to the occasion, with Pravda
headlining AiWhite Terror in Turkeyo i
arrested bWurengether dwwere acquitted
Those arrested in October 1922, charged under a law prescribing the death
penalty, were condemned to three months imprisonment plus a fine.

Numbed by these experiences, Sefik Hisnt and hisantsitvere unable
to take up the challenge of mass work (which had never been their strong suit)
when the climate between Russia and Turkey improved again, following their
release. Instead, it was the opportunist, moderate General Union of Workers that
wasable to take advantage of the strike wave in the summer of T9&8.
signing of the Treaty of Lausanne on July 24, 1923 gave the signal. A wave of
nationalism and even xenophobia, based on the long humiliations of the past,
made foreign companies the tatg of predilection. Moslem workers demanded
the firing of Christian blue and white collar workers, and the expulsion of
European managers. Greek and Armenian emigation intensified. The intensity of
ant-foreigner feeling among the strikers and the rasgltnilitancy at foreign
companies made it possible for Kemalist officials to publicly sympathize. In
some locales, Turkish workers turned against theTnokish and norMoslem
minorities. A wave of measures followed in October enforcing Turkish as the
sole public language, not only in commerce and industry, but in everything from
advertising to the sutitles of films. Foreign companies were required in
October 1923 to employ only Turkish Moslems. The General Union of Workers,
which had earlier already &l its hand at nationalism an xenophobia, rode the
wave, even as they cultivated ties with the British Labor Party and the Second
International. At the proclamation of the Turkish Republic on October 29, 1923,

r
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Sefi k H¢gsngbds gr ou pnationalistamdlxenophobic ngpod a g a i
of many strikers and never as strongly rooted in the working class as the
Anatolian faction,was again an isolated sect.

On March 3, 1924, the caliphate was abolished and education in Turkey
was fully seculaded. In the wake of the strike wave, 1924 proved to be a good
year for expansion of wuni expandeditSkate k Hy
in the Istanbul intelligentsia. On Nov. 26, 1923, during the railway strike, Sakir
Rasim and the General Uniontbe Workers of Istanbul had convoked a
congress with 250 delegates representing 19,000 workers. The organization was
renamed the General Union of the Workers of Turkey. A figure close to the

Kemal i sts and a member of tdpesident,Peopl e
and made overtures to the government andamimunist statements. The
Kemal i st government remained suspiciol

International, and ordered it to disband on Dec. 18. Yatied friends of the

Uni on 6s vikegpmeadent, bowwevernssued a countesrder, and its fate
remained in the balance until May. In January, 1924, there had also been a push
for a new labor law, as had been promised the previous year at the economic
conference. Sakir Rasim, the Unioadeer, attempted to get traction with a letter

of Feb. 2 from Kemal promising such a new law. The deadlock dragged on,
during which Sefik HisnlU had a rapprochement with Rasim. After another large
May Day rally, in midMay a court finally ordered the Unida cease its

activities. Workers, however, responded during the summer of 1924 with
spontaneous actions at foreign companies. A tramway strike erupted in July. The
police were called, several strikers were wounded, and 30 people were arrested.
A postal stike followed, answered by a lockout, and was defeated by the use of
scabs. Worker agitation spread to Anatolia, first of all with railway

strikes, including in Eskisehir, from which so much aK&gmalist politics had
emerged. Thegovernment responded byinging in French, Greek and

Bulgarian (Christian) strikebreakers.

In September 1924, the dissolved Union was reborn under the name
AAssociation for Worker Reliefo, atter
organization. But Rasim and Husnu had other ideasaltsis and Communists
worked together to infiltrate and contrtie organization. Hisnu himself joined
as an agitator. The same sectors as in 1923 mobilized around the same demands,
and, as in the previous year, defeat followed defeat.

In February 1925 gast Kurdish revolt broke out in eastern Turkey led by
one Chaikh Said. On March 4, the Grand National Assembly voted full powers
to the government and a state of emergency was declared. In this climate, the
worker militants retreated.

The Kurdish revolt pushed the Kemalists back toward a rapprochement
with the Soviet Union. Turkeyds interr
possible military threat from Iran and tension with Britain over Mosul. The
Soviet Union and Turkey once again negeach other.



Once again, the dialectic of rapprochement with the Soviet government,
coupled with internal repression, marked a new swing of the pendulum, and
H¢snegbs journal Aydi nl 1985 Thefigal issuepimd e s s €
been evolving irma more and more openly p&oviet direction. In May 1924

H¢sn¢g had expressed disappointment wit
continued to urge support for Kemal ac
liberal economic tendencies in the regiand called for more statist policies. He

was in effect evolving a thelB%hAfterof a s

the mid1924 suppression of the tobacco mooly, controlled by foreign
capital, Husnu called for more state monopolies. Statist measures were
supported in Aydinlik in industry, foreign trade, communications, and the
tertiary sector. Articles on agricul t.u
propet i es 0 and free distribution of | and
At the Fifth Congress of the Comintern in 1924, Hisnu and Aydinlik

were attacked by the Ukranian Manuilsky aaccused of class collaboration,
even though the Turks had only been ragsly applying the Comintern line of
support for bourgeois national liberation against imperialism. Manuilsky was
simply making an example of the Turks for the benefit of all the parties of the
colonial and semcolonial world. Sefik HisnU in reply argudtat Turkey was
only at the beginning of its national liberation. The critique did push Htisni and
the party militants to pay more attention to the worker milieu.

In January 1925, the Turkish Communist Party held a clandestine Third
Congr ess | seiHgashulswitlsa ldnge contingent of Comintern
officials again presentSalih Hacioglu, freshly out of prison, attended, but was
now in a distinct minority against the Aydinlik faction, fully in control with
Stalinist backing.The Congress undertb@n assessment of the charges made
the previous year by Manuilsky, and Sefik HisnuU, while retained as secretary
general, had to make his seliticism. The new central committee was
i dentitical to the editori alourbabvaas d of
revived, and closer ties to the Union for Worker Relief were planned. The left
later blasted the righwing leadership:

AThe ruling group of the Centr al Co mmi
editori al board of é Ay ddectanidnwitetssiwha s boar
have no connection to the proletarian
to increase the nati dHal accumul ati on

In mid-May, in the ongoing repression following the Kurdish
revolt, forty party members were arrested. Hisni had taken precdutibas
left hinted that he was forewarned by friends in the regiand fled to
Germany. The abovground organization in fanbul was crushed, with
virtually all members in hiding or in exile. The trials begin in fAidgust, after
the Kurdish revolt had been put down. Sefik Hisni and others who had gone
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into exile got 15year sentences at hard labor in absentia. From thabtinthe
party, with 5086600 members at most, had to remain underground.

The left took a rather different view of the whole affair:

AThe class basis of this central committee became obvious after the government

cl osed down Aydi n lharkembDdrs oictte Censae al | t he
Committee found the magical time to take refuge in the houses of their royal
relatives in Constantinople and Germany. Perhaps they had been warned by
someone from the government before the arfeéts

Salih Hacioglu in November 1925 made a last appeal at the Eastern office
of the Comintern to have the Aydinlik group demoted from party leadership, but
Stalin was now fully in control and Hacioghot nowhere. By this time, the left
wing of the party was dispersed, in prison, in exile and increasingly in the camps
in the Soviet Union:

AFor every critical remar k made, our v
corners of the USSR. There our workemrades are not left with any choice

other than starvation, freezing to death or committing suicide. For this reason we
declare that the royal hands of the current members of the Central Committee

are red with the blood of our comrades who died or corachitiicidé™>®

With Salih Haciogluds removal from
(1926) and his expulsion from the party itself (1928), and finally hestand
deportation to the camps (1929), culminating this process of dispersion and
di sappearance of many | esser known f i ¢
historical existence came to an end. It has been worthwhile telling their story as
a remarkale example of a current which, at the earliest possible moment, saw
t he realiimperoifalfiasnma i n the Soviet gov
bourgeois regimes (above all, Turkey and Persia) while communist militants in
those countries were shot angprisoned, in the Turkish case with Soviet arms

and money. -iTnparyidoas!l ifisatnd icheerl eader s w
the antiworking class thrust of their own ideology and see capitalism in the
Afadvancedo as i n the dssvwholeposingtheisgroe wo r |
tasks for those who would truly go beyond it, and not merely reorganize it. This
was true in Turkey i n ttrheeinVerezuélay 19 2 0 0 s
Bolivia, Iran and Afghanistan today. It was the great merit of the Slrki

communi st | eft of the earlier period t

liberation in order to embrace internationalism, and we can best pull their story
out of the history books and into living reality by doing the same.
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APPENDIX: CORE CHRONOLOGY
While assembling the material for this article (OcteNevember 2009)

| myself found the complexity of the narrative and the simultaneity of
interrelated events hard to keep sthaid o remedy this for the reader, | append
this more or less straightforward chronology.

-1876 to 1908: occasional important strikes in the Ottoman naval shipyards, at
the tobacco monopoly and on the railroads.

-PanTuranism has its first exponentlemael Gasprinski (1841914), a

Crimean Turk, who in 1878 founded the first newspaper in Turkish, Tergiman.
-Tatar intellectual, Sihabaddin Marcani (181889) also articulated the idea of

a ATatar nationo, possi bl yralnataninthe r st
Turkic world (in contrast to the suptarritorial institutions of the Ottomans)

-The most important founding theoretician of Turkish nationalism , Ziya Gokalp
(18751924) used Herderian and broadly German romantic cultural ideas to
crede a ParTurkic equivalent of Paslavism.

-1908 Young Turks (Committee for Union and Progt€&H°) seize power.

-1909 Conservative countattack on Young Turks by the religious

establishment

-1909 In responsethe CUP pushes through constitutional refeiseverely

reducing the power of the sultan and the cabinet, increasing those of parliament,
reducing bureaucracyationalizing tax collection and modernizing the armed
forces .

-1910 Ottoman and Balkan adherents of the Second

International attempt confederation at a conference in Belgrade.

-1911 Gas pr i-in-lavkfouads a jburnaltTarleMurdu (Turkish
Homeland)

-19121912: Ottoman Empireds war with |t
Libya

-1911: |l tal yds i nvasi omofl®dD00warkergina spar k.

Salonica;the Second International condemns Italian imperialism. 20,000
Salonica workers turn out for 1911 May Day demonstration

-19121913: Two generalized Balkan Wars ; Greece annexes Salonica,
Ottoman Empire loses 69% of its poation and 83% of its territory in Europe
-pre-1914: Naval reorganization under British auspices

-1914: German General Liman von Sanders takes over direct command of the
Ottoman First Army

-September 1910Ottoman Empire joins WW | on side of Central Posver
-September 1914: Serbian Social Democrats vote against war credits



-September 1914: Enver Pasha and his allies in the CUP push through the
abolition of the Capitulations, taking over control of customs duties previously
controlled by the Western powers.

-1914: German General von Seeckt becomes chi€itadman general

staff, other top German officers take over other key posts, including
departments of Operations, Intelligence, Railroads, Supply, Munitions, Coal and
Fortresses in the Ministry of War.

-1915: Armenian genocide; over 1 million people killed

-191516: courts, schools and religious foundatiamnpletely secularized.

-1915: Kemal Pasha commander of Ottoman forces at Gallipoli

-February 1917: Revolution in Russia creates bourgeois provigiomatnment
-November 1917: Bolshevik Revolution

-January 1918 0Ottoman army suppresses the soviet movement in the northeast
Anatolian cities of Erzurum, Erzincan, Bayburt and Sivas. Soviets are multi
national and inspired in part by radicalized RussiamyAtroops following

Russian Revolution.

-July 1918lInitial conference of Turkish communists in Moscow

-September 1918: capture of Baku

-October 1918: Ottoman surrender. Enver Pasha and other top CUP members
forced to flee to Germany, (condemned to deatibsentia in July 1919)
-OctoberNovember 1918: Allied armies occupy Istanbul ,with Greek troops
-Nov 1918: Germany, AustdBlungary surrender; revolution erupts

-January 1919: Group of Turks in exile in Germany during the war, in the streets
with the Spalakusbund; won over to Marxism and organize in the Party of
Workers and Farmers of Turkey (PWFT).

-Mid-1919: Intellectual core of PWFT, with their leaders Ethem Nejat and Sefik
Husnd, return to Turkey ; received authorization to resume publication af thei
journal Kurtulus.

-1919: Enver Pasha and other Young Turks in eaj@roach the Bolsheviks in
1919 in hope of financial and political support against Kemal Pasha

-March 1919: Enver Pasha first contacts the Bolsheviks through Karl Radek in
Ra d e k onspris@necell| i

-Spring 1919: General von Seeckt, with links to the Freikorps and one of
Radek 6s peoposes sending Enver Pasha to Moscow.

-March 1919 Mustafa Kemal goes to Samsun because of social agitation there at
urging of Ottoman governmentaihe British occupational forces;

mythical beginning of nationalist revolt

-OctoberNovember 1919: Second step in rapprochement between the CUP and
the Bolsheviks,in negotiations with the CUP organization Karakol around the
figure of S hrradnmiitarg offiedr, Baha Sait, goRsetd Baku in late
1919, and in January 1920 signs an agreement for an offensive alliance against
European imperialism and support to revolutionary efforts in Moslem countries.



-19191922: TurkeGreek War; Greece backég Allies. Elements constituting

the Turkish Communist Party (founded ¢
nati onal | i berati ono.

-Early 1920: initialsec al | ed A Tur ki sh Communi st Par
beginning of 1920; mostly CUP figures

-May 1920 Mustafa Suphi, key figure in the very early history of the Turkish

CP, arrives in Baku (Azerbaijan) with full backing @@omintern.

-May 1920:cr eati on of the AGreen Ar myo

-June 1920. Sharif Manatov writes the General Statutes of the Turkish

Communst Party which calls for soviets, the abolition of private property, and
nationalizations.

-Summer 1920. CUPers in new ACommuni st
with Bolsheviks, obtaining arms and gold for the Kemalist resistance.

-Summer 1920: MustafauSp h i reconstitutes Baku gro
of the Turkish CP, expelled some more dubious figures.

-Summer 1920: Peopl ebs Communist Party
istirakiyyun firkasi) created in Anatolia, possibly in contact with Mustafa
Suhi 6s organization i n Baku.

-Summer 1920: Sharif Manatov gives lectures in Eskehir, which emerges as

a center of radical agitation.

-July 1920: Mustafa Suphi dispatches envoy to Mustafa Kexsking Ankara
government if Turkish Bolsheviks can create alegganization in Anatolia

Summer 1920: Cerkes Edhem emerges as a strongman of the Green Army, with
3,000 fighting men,shows the potential to become a rival to Mustafa Kemal.

Edhem breaks with Kemalists, and Kemal attempts to dissolve the organization.
July 14, 1920. Proclamation in Eskise
wor kerso of Anatolia the creation of &
the Third International. Party militants organize demonstrations against forced
conscription in Eskisehi The Manatoxnfluenced newspaper Seyydr¥eni

D¢nya, published in Eskisehir, in the
the World Unite!o. Il n a speech to the
t hat #fAthis organ al oofloayinstractondito sappatn i t s

his revolutionary movement oO.

-July 1920: Second Congress of Third International. Lenin denounce a pan

Asi anism as serving the interests of T
-Summer 1920: Peopl anmthemieans by which Greeh k f i r
Army militants could adapt themselves to Kemalist institutions, makes up more

than onefourth of the deputies in the Grand National Assembly in

Ankara, largest opposition to the Kemalists.

-August 1920: Enver Pasha, dreamingsofpanting Mustafa Kemal with a
Sovietbacked invasion of Anatolia, ar
|l sl amic Revolutionary Soci e-impeeiadish t
program, in exchange for further Soviet military and financial support.

gues
o fi



-August 1920: Significant Soviet aid in the form of gold shipments begins to
arrive in Anatolia; more follows in December

-August 10, 1920: Vindictive Allied peace treaty of Sevres (among other things
depriving Turkey ofthree disputed Armenian provincesyposed on the

surviving Ottoman government in Istanbul

August 14, 1920:Mustafa Kemal addresses the (rebel) Grand National
Assembly in Ankara on the similarities between the communitarian spirit of
Islam and Bolshevism,

-August 1920: Kemal uses occasiof rout of Red Army in Poland to harden his
attitude toward communist activity in Anatolia asteal the populist rhetoric of
the Peoplebs Party (cf. bel ow).
-August 1920: Peopl ebs Party power ful
defeat a Kemalist calidate for powerful post of Minister of the Interior (in
charge of political surveillance) and elects one its members, Nazim Bey.

Mustafa Kemal not pleased, forces Nazi
-September 1920Baku Congress of the Toilers of the East. Cdarim
chairman Grigori Zinovievcallsforij i hado against the We:

-Cheik Servet, a major Islam€ommunist, argues in the wake of the Baku

Congress that immediate task is allying with the Bolsheviks for a jihad against

the West. For ServeBolshevisnb s pr i nci pl es are those
Acharity and generosityo

-September 1920: Founding congress of the Turkish Communist Party, party,
superseding the organization created in the spring, takes place in Baku
immediately after Congress of the Toilefdle East. Salih Hacioglu in

minority opposing national wars of liberation.

-September 1920 Mustafa Kemal repli es
request for legal recognition of Communist activity in Anatolia.. Salih Hacioglu

and Sharif Manatov warn Muwa Suphi of the dangers awaiting Turkish CP
members returning to Turkey.

-Early September 1920: , Peopl ebs Party
measures with potential fadivisive debate in Grand National Assembly. Kemal
Pasha meets this threat lifting muchofPe opl eds Party progr a
OQutflanked, Peoplebs Party acquiesces
the constitutional commission.

-October 1920, the law on associations was amended to give the government the
right to banorganizations it deemed dangerous to state security.

-October 1920: Arrival of important Soviet mission in Ankara the occasion for

wave of precommunist articles in the nationalist press, as gesture to the Soviet
Union

-October 1920: Creationinlate @b er , an dAof fi cial 6 Comr
sponsored by the state. Having integrated some Green Army militants (including
Cerkes Edhemjnto official party and moved its press to Ankara, Kemal then

di ssolves the Green Ar my .intedated intothee r o f



Kemalist army. Edhem tries to provokesistance, which proves futile.

Government issues an edict prohibiting the recruitment of irregular forces by
anyone. . Out f | adiskaed®d or Vizeck lerashedl as partrofotle p s
general represion of early January 1921, and Edhem fled. The Kemalist

government then integrated the publishing operations of the former Green Army

into the official state press

-October 1920: Mustafa Kemal attacks new clandestine Communist Party

t hr ough Anmnfurdist Raityaekpels Sharif Manatov. To
avodconfusion of workersd6 and sol diersbo
Kemalist commander of Western froit,o b ecome member of t |
central committee.

-Fall 1920: Major sticking poinbetween Turkey and the Soviet Union is

Armenia, where Bolsheviks commit themselves to right ofdetérmination;

where Kemal Pasha wants three provinces for Turkey previously lost to Tsarist
Russia. Kemalist forces push beyond-pgd.4 Turkish borders with garent

goal of annexation. Chicherin (then in charge of Soviet foreign policy) and

Soviet government suspicious of secret agreement between Kemal and Allies
enabling Britain to open new asfioviet front

November 1920: In speech in Baku, Stalin lauds $oMiekish relationship.

November 1920Mu st af a Suphi replies to Kemal
accredited CP mission was leaving for Ankara, pledges not to divide nationalist
fighting forces.

-November 1920: Most militants aflandestine party refuseder to liquidate

and join Aof f i c iatdckoin NOwmber. Salihmard bthecsount er
from core group fuse with some deputiesloe f t wi ng of t he Pec
found the Turkiye halk istirakiyyun firkasiThey issue circular announcing the

creationof newpartywhi | e denouncing Aofficial o
Third International and Bolshevism.
-November 1920: Coll apse of Wrangel 0s

transfer of thousands of Red Army soldiers to the Caucusehaists calm

down and focus on annexing parts of Armenia.

-December 1920Statutes and program of new Communist Party recognized
by Ministry of the Interior at the end of December 1920; party briefly becomes
legal.

-Late 1920: Sefik Husnl and Sadrettin Ceégsume control of Turkish CP,
applying the Comintern line under influence Baku Congress of the Toilers of
the East, and benefiting from the increasing debacle of the Turkish Socialist
Party. In 192€P1, the Turkish Socialist Party, witteal workingclass base and
affiliated with Second International, took militant turn in occupied Istanbul with
threat of a general strike (January 1921). Another strike was threatened at the
gas works in April, followed by May Day demonstration of unprecedented size.
-Early December 1920: Mustafa Suphi and twenty comrades leave Baku for
Turkey, apparently convinced by Kemal ¢



Kars, they receive an official welcome from Kazim Karabekir, Kemalist

commander of the Eastern front. At thuacture, government had decided that

the Communists should return to Russia. Kazim Karabekir orders the governor

of Erzur um, Hamit bey, to whip up pr es
demonstrationso against Mustafa Suphi
remaining in Turkey.

-January 8, 1921: As part afave of repression of December 192huary

1921, Kemal violently denounces Edhem
before the Grand National Assembly. CP pdjsered after it reprints an article

from Bulgarian communist newspaper attacking dictatorial nature of Kemalism

and predicting civil war in Anatolia.

Salih arrested on January 11; shortly thereafter, Muslim clerics issue a fatwa

calling on believers to avoid communist groups. CP nonetheless fangad,

launches daily newspaper, Emek (Labor) in4dathuary. Newspaper suppressed

by the government in general crackdown on all left organizatipagy, with

no public presence, fades away

January 1921: Out fdishandecodcrugidEad pag aofithe t r o
general repressiorEdhem flees. Kemalist government then integrates

publishing operations of former Green Army into official state press.

-January 20, 1921: New constitutional law affirms fidelity to the person of the
sultarrcaliph, tolslam and to institutions of Ottoman monarchy.

-January 22, 1921: Angry crowd in Erzurum prevents Mustafa Suphi and his
comrades from leaving the train station, and they return toward the coast,
everywhere encountering crowds shoutigt-communist insuk and hurling

rocks.

-Late January 1921: Most CP party | ead
foreign power o, excepting three who he
Party dissolved on February 2. Leaders received lengthy prison sentences.
-January 28, 192 Suphi and 14 CPers arrive in Trabzon where they

immediately depart by boat. They are overtaken by another boat, murdered, and
thrown into the sea. (Yahya, the local ferryman who suggested the motorboat,

was arrested for the murders. In detention,hetht ened t o At al ko,
murdered in turn. Theories abound on who was behind the killings.)
-JanuaryfFebrary 1921. Antcommunist repression in Turkey draws no

comment in Moscow. Emphasis is on progress of iRkos s i an fr i ends
-February 1921: Dissout i on of Peopl eds Communi st
-February 17, 1921: Turkish negotiators arrive in Moscow. Armenian question

still a central source of tension. Military confrontation also seems possible in
Georgia, where both Red Army and Turkish troops are pre3enktish

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Bekir Sami, makes antimmunist speeches in

capitals of Europe.

-March 1921: In the Soviet UniorKronstadt rebellion, Anglo-Soviet trade

agreement, the implementatianf t he ANew Economic Pol i



Germanyd e f e a't of the AMarch Actionbo, und
Revolution.

-March 16, 1921: In order to retain alliance wiklemalist regime, the Soviet
government signs a fAtreaty of friendst
as AngleSoviet tradeagreement signed in Moscow. The Kemalist government
agrees to crack down on panranian agitation aimed at Russia, and the Soviet
government agrees not to promote d€gmalist agitation in Turkey.

-April 1921: Communist parliamentary deputies strippetinonunity,

convicted of attempting to overthrow government, sentenced to 15 haeis

labor. Less prominent figures receive shorter sentences.

the mass demonstration organized by the TSP on May Day 1921

-May 1921. First mention of January murders ofskéfia Suphi et al. appear in

the Soviet press.

-JuneJuly 1921 Third Congress of the Comintern. One Turkish Communist

calls for purging the party of all undesirable elements, including the
Aprovocateurso working for tkneer Ankar a
Pasha and the paruranists of the Green Army.

-In late July 1921 Greek victory over the Kemalists seems close at hand; Enver
Pasha prepares invasion of Turkey with Soviet money and arms.
September 1921 Kemal 6s v istGreeks;yGreakt Sak
Communist antwar agitation accounts for tens of thousands of Greek

desertions. Enver Pasha breaks with Soviets and begins to organi3e\aeti
Basmachi rebellion.

-Sept. 29, 1921 Grand National Assembly votes to amnesty the communists
arrested in the previous January, in a new rapprochement with the Soviet Union
motivated by need for money and arms. At this junctiemalist government
decides to wipe slate clean on Soviet support for Enver Pasha , to provide aid to
victims of the fanine in Russia, and to sign, on Oct. 13, the Treaty of Kars

which put an end to border disputes in the east. Kemalist regime pardons
Communists convicted in early 1921 repression, including Salih Haciolglu. as

part of rapprochement.

-December 192Tanuaryl922 M.V. Frunze, commander-chief of Soviet

forces in the Ukraine, makes extended visit to Ankarajghwater mark in

relations.

-January 1922 Important tramway strike in Istanbul

-March 1922 Several of released communists authorized to reconttéute
APeopl ebs Communist Party of Turkeyo.
-April 1922 the Cheka accuses the Turkish embassy in Moscow of espionage;
Kemal Pasha recalls his ambassador. Kemal also refuses to condemn the
Basmachi revolt led by Enver Pasha.

-Summer 1922 Communist Party milants manage to get a significant worker
confederation off the ground in Cilician southeastern Turkey.



-September 1922 Final crushing of the invading Greek troops; chill in Turko

Soviet relations becomes manifest

-Late Augustearly September 1922: Comunist Party congress in Ankara is

banned, takes place in clandestinity

-August 1922: Enver Pasha, leading Turkoman Basmachi guerrillas, killed in

battle with Red Army.

-October 1922: Cilicia confederationos
Committee othe Communist Party and 40 proletarian delegates, callsift

hour day, guaranteed minimum wage, paid vacations, collective bargaining
contracts. Further repression of communist groups intensifies

-October 11, 1922 The contending armies sign the Aicrisf Mudanya ending

the TurkeGreek war, In the midst of national celebrations of the military

victory, PCTP dissolved by the government, which accuses it of treason and of
espionage on behalf of the Soviet Union. Siatld party militants, including a

number of workinegclass sympathizers, arrested in Ankara on October 20, and a

few days later further arrests follow throughout Anatolia. The new Cilician
confederation was also banned. All in all, 200 people are arrested. Once again,

for the Soviet govement and the Comintern, the importance of the relationship

to the Kemalist government trumps solidarity with the political prisoners. The
French Communi st Party newspaper | 6Hun
AHands Off Turkeyo. | tzhaieTarkebavieta nd Pr av c
friendship and fret about whether the Soviet Union will be included in the

Lausanne Conference.

-Nov. 1%, 1922 Kemalist government abolishes the Ottoman sultanate.

-November 1922: Following the Anatolian crackdown of October, Sefik
Husn¢o6s Socialist Party of Workers and
wing organization in the new Turkey. But tensions between Allies and the

Kemalist regime during the Lausanne negotiations provoke yet another shift in
Turkish-Soviet relations. Aftethe Fourth Congress of the Comintern, Hisnd,

with a base in Istanbuland Salih Hacioglu, back from Russia and representing
Anatolia, emerge as the two key figur e
journal Aydinlik (with iger tingetcalt aki st
expression. Hisni and his followers apply new Third International tactic of
Aconquering the masseso and seek a mas
excluded from the only real workbéased organization in Istanbul, the General
Workee s6 Uni on of Sakir Rasi m. Rasim and
success in a campaign against foreign enterprises, to the approval of the

Kemalists and the Turkish employers, while leaving the Aydinlik group on the
margins.

-Nov. 15, 1922. Long artiek on the repression in Turkey finally appear on the

front pages of Izvestia and Pravda. In the interim two weeks, the Kemalists had
continued various antommunist harassments. The Soviet embassy in Ankara



is forced to close its commercial outlet andoa\6i et courri er 6s di
Is confiscated.

-Late November 1922; A new silence on the repression in the international
communist press resumes. The Lausanne Conference opens on November 20

with Soviet participation, and the settlement of the stattiseoStraits looms

large in the offing.

-November 22, 1922. A major article by Karl Radek in Pravda asserts that the
Soviet Union wil/l Asupport the | egitir
Fourth Congress of the Cotheidecisiensof dot s
the Third Congressinviting communists of the colonial or segnlonial world

to coll aborate with NAbourgeois democr ¢
Lenin had said in 1920, might even collaborate with-lsgamists. At Fourth

Congres, Salih Hacioglu critiques wars of national liberation for TCP left; is
defeated.

- December 1922. The communists get their chance to end isolation when the
Aof ficial o Communist Party announces r
Smyrna, to convene in Febryak923. The congress invites peasants and farm
laborers, business people, workers, industrialists and artisans to

proposeeconomic reforms for the new regime. Sefik Hiisnii draws up a

program for a workers commission calling for the eigbtir day, an absale

ban on child | abor, three dayso | eave
maternity leave, a weekly rest period, abolition of all legal limits on the right to
strike and to associatiom heal t h care system and nf
communication btween workers and bosses. A further text in Aydinlik calls for
modernization of Turkish agriculture and a series of measures improving the
situation of the Anatolian peasantry. This document recognizes the necessity, for
the interim, of dealing with forgn capital. Aydlinlik is in effect calling for the

creation of a statsponsored creation of a Turkish capitalist class.

-Early 1923 Various communist groups at liberty to have public existence and
publications. With the end of military hostilities an@ tleunification of the

country, focus of communist activity shifts from Anatolia to Istanbul.

-November 1922uly 1923:. Negotiations for the Treaty of Lausanne which

formally recognizes the Kemalist victory in Turkey and scraps the punitive

Treaty of Séxes of 1920. KemalisEommunist relations warm yet

again. Soviet press blows hot and cold, praising the alliance with Turkey while
attacking the Turkish rapprochement with the Allies. .

-February 1923: National i@ay economic congres§&oviet ambassadarrrives

on the same train as Mustafa Kemal and causes sensation by his presence on
congressos tmhbuaat hofi hbaeaserchoose fwc
total, many of them having no workiralass credentials) with an eye to

sidelining potential sbversives. The more circumspect General Union of

Wor kers from I stanbul presents a mor e
oriented to petitioning the employers for benevolence. Despite hostildyker



delegation manages to get its program forwarded tgdkiernment. Sefik

Husnu congratulates the Turkish worker delegation on its maturity and its ability
to make itself heard. Hisnt and the Socialist Party of Workers and Farm
Laborers, with the war over and a significant impact at the national

conference think their moment, after the chill of the fall arrestss arrived.

-March 1923: Unfortunately for Hisnu, a new pendulum swing of F&dwet
relations takes place. After their triumph at Lausanne, the Kemalists no longer
need the Soviet alliance. Ont¢eetAllies concede control over the Straits to

Kemal Pasha, the Kemalists unleash a police operation against communist
militants in | stanbul. Kemal i st fAheal't
party and proceed to arrest Salih Hacioglu.

-March 17, 193: Ad hoc tribunal launches trial of the militants arrested the
previous October, as well as of Salih Hacioglu and a number of radical workers.
-March 1923: Sefik HiisnlU urges supporters to vote for the Kemalists in
upcoming national elections, barringthay t o Ar eacti ono.
-April 21, 1923: A new wave of harassment and then arrests of communists ,
this time netting Sefik Hisnu and other party leaders. Aralov, the Soviet
ambassador in Ankara, is asked to take a leave, and several employees of the
Soviet cosul in Istanbul are expelled from Turkey.

-May Day 1923, Renewed strikes, above all in Istanbul.

-May 1923: Pravda headlines AWhite Ter
mere weeks later, those arrested are acquitted and released at the end of May.
Those arrested in October 1922, charged under a law potentially prescribing the
death penalty, are condemned to three months imprisonment plus a

fine. Numbed by these experiences, Sefik Hiisni and his militants are unable to
throw themselves back into maserk when the climate between Russia and
Turkey improves again, following their release.

-July 24, 1923: The signing of the Treaty of Lausanne is the signal for a strike
wave that lasts until November. The opportunist, moderate General Union of
Workers isable to take advantagé wave of nationalism and even xenophobia,
based on the long humiliations of the past, makes foreign companies targets of
predilection. Moslem workers demand the firing of Christian blue and white
collar workers, and the expulsiofh European managers. Greek and Armenian
emigation intensifies. The intensity of afdreigner feeling among the strikers

and the resulting militancy at foreign companies makes it possible for Kemalist
officials to publicly sympathize.

-October 1923: A wee of measures enforce Turkish as the sole public language,
not only in commerce and industry, but in everything from advertising to the
subtitles of films. Foreign companies are required to employ only Turkish
Moslems. The General Union of Workers, whied earlier already tried its

hand at nationalism and xenophobia, rides the wave, even as they cultivate ties
with the British Labor Party and the Second International.



-Oct ober 29, 1923. Procl amation of the
Is againan isolated sect.

-November 18, 1923: Railway strike completely paralyzes the railway network

of European Turkey.

-Nov. 26 1923: During railway strike, Sakir Rasim and the General Union of
Workers of Istanbul convoke a congress with 250 delegates repngsEa000

workers. Organization renamed the General Union of the Workers of Turkey.
Despite having an artiommunist figure close to the Kemalisds vice

president, the union is ordered to disband on Dec. 18, 1923. Government
suspi ci ous toSecondintermatianal. t i e s

-January 1924Nell-placed friends of General Union of Workers of Turkey

iIssue a counteorder to the order to dissolve. Push for a new labor law, as

promised the previous year at the economic conference. Sakir Rasim makes

public letter of Feb. 2 from Kemal Pasha promising new labor law.

-March 3, 1924: the caliphate is abolished. Kemalists introduce economic

reforms and completely secularize education.

-May Day 1924 Big worker demonstrations.

-May 1924: Husnu in Aydinlik expressdsappointment with Republic,
characterized as fibourgeoi so, but cont
Ai mperial i stso. H¢ s n¢ c-BORAlsgppréssian ofshe at i S
foreign tobacco monopoly, Hisnl calls for state monopolies, stamssures in

industry, foreign trade, communications, the tertiary sector, expropriation of

large properties, free distribution of land to the poor peasants.

-Mid-May 1924: Court orders Union to cease its activities. In response, summer
1924 sees spontaneoactions at foreign companies. Tramway strike in July.

Police are called, several are wounded, 30 are arrested. Postal strike, lockout.
Scabs break the strike. Agitation spreads to Anatolia. Railway strikes

erupt, including in Eskisehir. Government bgs in Christian strikebreakers

(French, Greek, Bulgarian).

JuneJuly 1924: Fifth Congress of Comint
attacked polemically by Manuil sky for
reply that Turkey is only at the beginning ofinatl liberation. The critique

pushes Husnl et al. to pay more attention to worker milieu.

-September 24, 1924: Uni on reborn unde
| mprovement 0, with appearances of a Ke
Communists workdgether to infiltrate and control organizatidResumption of
agitation, but defeat follows defeat.

-January 1925: Secref'®ongress of CPSalih Haciologu attends, freshly out

of prison.

-February1925: Vast Kurdish revolt in eastern Turkey led bykbh@aid.

The revolt pushes the Kemalists back toward the Soviet Union. Turkey also

faces possible military threat from Iran and tension arises with Britain over

Mosoul. Turkey and the Soviet Union need each other again.



-Mar 4, 1925:Grand National Assenipvotes full powers to government; state

of emergency declaredVorker organizations retreat.

-Mid-May 1925: 40 Turkish CPers arrested. Hisnu in Germany. Trials begin in
mid-August. Hisnu et al. get 15 years hard labor in absentia. From that time on,
paty must go clandestine. Party has Sl members at time of crackdown.

Nov. 17, 1925: Salih Hacioglu denounces Aydinlik faction of TCP before
Comintern Eastern desk; threatens to oppose Comintern and USSR.

Later expelled from TCP Central Committee (192@)m the party itself (1928)

and finally sent to the camps in the Soviet Union (1929), where he died in 1934.
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U From Jan M. Meijer (org.), The Trotsky Papers,

19171922, 2 vols., London, The Hague and Paris: Mouton,

1964, 1971, vol. Il, pag. 209.

MThereby reminding us of Kenneth Rexrotho6s q
Leninism had a genius for coining terms such
or violawti onary trade unioni smo whereby the nc

BlThese agreements, according to E.H. Carr, Ww
relations between Moscow and the outside world were placed predominantly on a
overnment al basis.o Cf. The Bol shevi k Revol

%l On the sacrifie of the Soviet Socialist Republic of Gilan to SoWetsian relations, cf.

Chaqueri, C. The Soviet Socialist Republic of Iran, 219921. Pittsburgh, 1995.

BlonAttag r k6s influence in on an authoritarian
Poullada, Reform and Rebellion in Afghanistan, 229929 (1973). Jemal Pasha, a Young

Turk who had taken refuge in Germany after 1918, became an adviser to King Amanullah

(Carr, op. cit. p. 290)

BlNote to the unadvised reader (like myself p
in Turkish merely me athesamify namm mizus MustafaoKemal ol | o wi
becomes Kemal Pasha. Later the term AAttat ¢r

the following the names Mustafa Kemal, Kemal Pasha and Attatirk all designate the same
individual.

WMcf. the pamphlet of the International Commu
Communist Party, 19209 2 70 f or t h e -kdown aad higlsly sigrificantistorg | i t t
Bl _At the time of the 1911 revolution in China, Heritespired Turkic nationalism theorized

by the Crimean Tatar Ismael Bey Gasprinski (cf. below) reached northwest China through

Turkic trades and merchants. Cf. James Millward, Eurasian Crossroads. A History of

Xinjiang. Columbia UP, 2007, pp. 171174.

BLCf. for an overview of the Turkic linguistic and cutiliarea cf. Catagatay, E. et al eds. The

Turkic Speaking Peoples. 2006.

1% some early Turkish romantics such as Ahmed Midhad (1842) were already
attemptingtoc eat e a more vernacular Turkish |litera
cit. p. 239.
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I cf. M. Mazower. Salonica. City of Ghosts. Christians, Muslims and Je#&01950.

New York 2004. An excellent historical view of the Salonica working class before World War
II'is in A. Stinas, Memoires (Paris 1990). Excerpts in English are available at
http://lwww.geocities.com/antagonisml/stinas/index.html.

12 Marx even wrote a series of articles arguing that the British prime minister Palmerston was
virtually a paid Russian ager@f. Rabehl, B. ed. Karl Marx. Geschichte der

Geheimdiplonatie. 1972.

1131 cf. Rozdolksi, R.Engels and the "nonhistoric" peoples : the national question in the
Revolution of 1848 . Glasgow : Critique Books, 1986.

14 The Russian translation of vol. | in 1874 was the first translation of the book anywhere.

13 ¢f, Shanin, T. The Late Marx and the Russian Road. 1993. Also Rub&llai-Engels:

Die russische Kommune. 1972.

28 The Ottoman world was not merely an empiredso, for 500 years, the seat of the
caliphate, fAdirect successors of the prophet
caliphate in 1924. For those centuries Ottoman power shaped Islam as had the Arab caliphates
before it, and concealed the shiftpmwer to the West from Moslems everywhere; hence the

shock of Napoleondés military superiority.
17 1t was in December 1876, prior to the conference, brokered by Rikmhat he declared
to parliament that the Bal kans were fAnot wor

In the revised (1878) revision of the Treaty of San Stefano, the only remaining Ottoman
holdings in the Balkans werBlacedonia and Albania. igha Glenny (The Balkans.

Nationalism, War and the Great Powers, :8999. 1999, p. 156) called the Macedonian
guestion fAthe unyielding philosopherds stone
18l cf. Misha Glenny. Ibid.

29 cf, R.W. SetorWatson. Disraeli, Gladstone and the Eastern Question. 1935; 1972 reprint.
129 cf. the books of Peter Hopkirk, in particular The Great Game. 188 Karl Meyer/S.

Blair Brysac The Tournament of Shadows. 1999.

121 cf. Brian Cooper Busch, Britain, India and the Arabs, 19921, 1971.

122 consider for example that France, one of the classic nation statetvety unified by the

17" century, still in the late ®century, still had to struggle to impose French as a national
language in many regions of the country, and to impose French national identity on diverse
provincial groups (cf. Eugen Weber, Pedsanto Frenchmen, 1871914: the Modernization

of Rural France (1976). Germany and Italy, which both completed their national unification in
1870, featured regional dialects well into th&'@shtury, many of them still the first language

ofdailylifetod ay; Spain, also a creation of the dnafi
19706s had to recognize wide regional pol it
groups.Gi ven these realitl&%&Q06MablIxi mdrde #asn gted stdh g
without historyo, where most Slavs and parti

comprehensible. They certainly never had to think about nataie formation of the peoples

of Chechnya or the Khanata of Bukhara.

123l cf. catagay, E. et al. op. cit. The Young Turks, who gathered in exile in Paris, were
preceded by the Young Ottomans, with a somewhat similar agenda, based on their reading of
Montesquieu, RousseaSmith and Ricardo. Cf. in Bernard Lewis, The Emergence of Modern
Turkey, (2002 ed.), p. 173.

1241 On the passage of German romantic populism to the colonial andtéteWorld, cf.

Bassam Tibi, Arab Nationalism (1980) for a classic case.

215 P &Slavism was the fatherof PAhur ani s mo . Cf -Slavism:tsHistory hn. P a
and deology. New York 1960, p. 259.

1281 One such work in this debate was MKepruluzadenfluence du chamanisme turco

mongole sur les ordres mystiques musulmans, Istargag.
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127 |n the TurkeSoviet friendship and commercial treaty of March 1921, the Kemalist

government agreed to crack down on-jamanian agitation aimed at Russiagdhe Soviet

Ig_olvernment agreed not to promote dfgimalist agitation in Turkey.

28l panlslamism also haunted the Western governments in the [8teet@ury, fearing

general Muslim revolt against the West. After the Bolshevik Revolution, these fears were

augmented by the specter of a BolsheMilsslim alliance Cf. Paul Dumont, Du socialisme

ottoman a | o0internationalisme anatoli en. I st

129 cf. Uriel Heyd. Foundations of Turkish Nationalism. The Life and Teachings of Ziya

Goekalp (1950); C.W. Hostler, Turkism and the Soviets (1957); virtually all the writngs of

Alexandre Bennigsen, and especially Sultan Galiev: Le pere de la revolutiemdiedsste

(1986). On Enver Pashads misadventures after

the East Ablaze, Ch. 11,

B9 A French writer, Edmond Demolins, had published in 1897 a book entitled A quoi tient la

superiorite des Angksaxons? (What Is the Basis of Angdaxon Superiority?). The book,

emphasizing the education of individualissithe key, had a significant impact in both the

Turkish and Arab world (Lewis, op. cit. pp. 36G84)

Bl |hid. p. 238.

2 This primacy of the Tatars, for the Turkic populations of Russia, was also noted by A.

Bennigsen, in Sultan Galiev: le pere de la revolution-neoadiste (1986), p. 16ff. By 1900,

Tatars even dominated the foade in New York City, and had a 20% literacy rate, higher

than the rate in European Russia at the end of thed®tury. But after 1878, HAf 1

Bosporus to the borders of China, Mosl| emsér e

society,thewol e of the Moslem world was condemned.

Bennigsen (p. 33), this Tatar ferment remainedTsar, but this was shaken by the Japanese

military victory over Russia. By 1906, an Islamic left had appeared. Sufi brotherheods al

became part of this ferment, through the colonial world, reviving the idea of holy war.

Russian Muslims were the first to discuss Marxism, betbs2Ottoman Turks, the Iranians

or the Arabs (p. 40). A group in the oil capital Baku (Azerbaijan) a#itiavith the Russian

Social Democrats (RSDLP), the first and only time the Bolsheviks authorized a group that

was both national and confessional. The-Parkic nationalists in Russia saw Marxism

above all as a theory of organization. Yusuf Alecura (1B¥&3) was another Tatar

nationalist figure who was educated in Europe and who started a Tatar newspaper published

from 1906 to 1917. After the rise of Attatlirk, Alecura became more prominent than ever and

dominated the first Congress of the Turkish Histrigociety in 1932. Cagatay op. cit. p. 238.
Another key Tatar nationalist intellectual was Abdureshid Meddi, a theoretician of

the Young Tatars. In his speeches, writes G. Williams (op. cit. pp33® ) Awe hear f

first time, langiage that defines the Crimea not as a province of the Russian Empire, a

segment of the Dar-dlam or adjunct of a larger Turkic homeland, but as the patrimony of

the Crimean Tatar nation. I n a speech given

with soil that evokes the | anguage of <classic

Bl E Cagatay et al. eds. Op. cit. p. 235.

B4 G, williams, The Crimean Tatars, 2001. p. 312.

B3 According to Heyd, the Turkish national renaissance of the second half of'terit@ry

Asprang from the researches of European TurKk

bel onged to a great nation with a cultural t

cit. p. 105) The French writers Lamartine and Loti also praised Tukislve. The mediator

of German cultural nationalism was Hisenzade Ali, from the Caucusus, who encountered

both socialismandpagl avi sm at the University of St. P

Turk-Greek war of 1897, Ali went to Baku and attemptedrite Sunnis and Shiites in a


http://home.earthlink.net/~lrgoldner/turkey.html#_ftnref27
http://home.earthlink.net/~lrgoldner/turkey.html#_ftnref28
http://home.earthlink.net/~lrgoldner/turkey.html#_ftnref29
http://home.earthlink.net/~lrgoldner/turkey.html#_ftnref30
http://home.earthlink.net/~lrgoldner/turkey.html#_ftnref31
http://home.earthlink.net/~lrgoldner/turkey.html#_ftnref32
http://home.earthlink.net/~lrgoldner/turkey.html#_ftnref33
http://home.earthlink.net/~lrgoldner/turkey.html#_ftnref34
http://home.earthlink.net/~lrgoldner/turkey.html#_ftnref35

closer union with Turkey. He later became, like Gokapnember of the C.U.P., which itself

had copied the model of the Russian secret societies.

B8 Heyd, op. cit. p. 165.

B Mazzini was also a figure of import in the Balkans, where the Italian unification process

had been followed closely by variouatimnalists, and where Serbia fancied itself in the role

ofa ABal kan Piedmonto in an eventual Bal kan
BlHeyd, p. 168. For HeyvdGo°khkepésisohteptieodooc
and the Leader pr epar e dGokalpevaswlaoyan ddmirer ofthet at ¢ r k

German mercantilst FriedrichLisUnder G°kal pdés influence, Peory
established in every Turkish town fitre study of local folklorei The appreci ati on
Treitschke by Durkheim seems in every way ap

B9 |n Turkey as in a number of other dewgihg countries in the interwar period (e.g. Brazil,
Argentina) exCommunists played important role in building the development state. In

Turkey this was best exemplified by the Kadr
Nedim Tor, a former seciaty general of the party, became a theoreticimvement in the

early 19306s. Other key figures had original
1919, directly moddednahdrfubure Stdlieaphid Frelch jouonals s e 6 s
Clate. Asme hi storian of the Turkish CP put it:
Turkey must awaken to its historic role as t
the inertia of the masseso. Cf. Tekeyrge S. Ha
(1969). p. 146, and his later book The Communists and the Kadro Movement (2002), showing

that all the key figures of that movement came from the Aydinlik group.

BIgLat er cat altdeysyrhave ab$curedlhe codtémporary impact of the

Young Turk revolution. Yet its importance is comparable with the Russian Revolution of

1917 and the collapse of communism in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe ifiH€89.

speed with which the sultanés power crumbl ed
revolutionaries themselves unawares. 0 (Gl enn
also obscured the 1911821 events in Turkey, Persia and Afghanistanase s our-ce of
i mperialisto alliances with the national bou
B pid. p. 120.

2 shaw, S. and Shaw, E.Kistory of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey. Vol. 1.

1977. P. 300.

13l The Capitulations were grants of partial Ottomaressat/ereignty to Western powers

during the centuries of Ottoman decline, giving Britain and France (first of all) control of

different aspects of finance, fiscal policy and the customs house.

24 shaw and Shaw, op. cit. p. 313.

BlThe term fAYoung Turkso is here used interct
Committee for Union and Bgress (CUP).

8l cf, . Dumont, op. cit. pp. 15 ffAll quotes from Dumont, an essential source for this
article, are my transl at itloedQC.panphletes a guitlesto b o 0 k
this story. The book, for all its wealth of detail, nonetheless misses the left wing of the

Turkish communists and gives excessive weight to the right wing of Sefik Hiisni and the

Aydinlik group.

B pid. p. 35.

B8ICt, the issue ofRevolutionary History, Vol. 8, No. 3. The Balkan Socialist Tradition and

the Balkan Federation, 182B15

WlEhver Pashads credentials, in addition to
defeats in the World War, also includedahxement in the massacres of Armenians. Grigori

Zinoviev became his main Bolshevik sponsor (Carr, op. cit. p. 265)
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BY% on Enver Pasha in the years 191992, cf. Helen€ar r er e ddEncausse, Re
Revolution chez | es Musul ma+66.Mdregethefalyorpi r e Ru
IslamoCommunism, cf. A. Bennigsen, op. cit.

B A huge national mythology surrounds the rise of Mustafa Kemal, embalmed in the large
Attat¢rk (AFat her of t hAfterhisimilikas vigtoriemasu s ol eum i
Ottoman commander in World War | came his May 1919 move to Samsun, where he began to
mobilize resistance to the Allied and Greek occupation.

%2 Readers unfamiliar with this period in Ottoman and Turkish history should keep in mind

that until the Kemalishationalists turned the tide against the Greek invasion in fall 1921, the
Ottoman Empire (finally abolished in 1922) was still the internationaktypgnized

government and with its capital in IstanbidMustafa Kemal turned the small town of Ankara

in the center of Anatolia into the new capital in December 1919 in order to deflate the prestige

of Istanbul in the new Republic. The Grand National Assembly moved there in April 1920.
Hence references in this text t onedkiegthebsdés gov
yet unrecognized breakaway nationalist revolt against the Allies, the Greeks and the punitive
Treaty of Sévres (1928)more punitive to the Ottomans that the Versailles Treaty was to

Germany- that the Kemalist revolt undid.

53l One manifestation of the power of Islam in the immediate postwar political conjuncture

was the creat i oncadvay1820.e/aridus Meslenngrodps imthedformer
Russiarempire used green, the color of Islam. Some of these militias fought in the

Transcaucasus and participated in the capture of Baku in September 1918. The Kemalists
used the rumors of such a AGreen Armyo to qu
public opinion, suspicions fanned by the Sultanate in Istanbul. The actual Green Army saw as

its task the struggle against reactionary Islamic opponents of the Kemalists. (Dumont, op. cit.

p. 349). The -Bsiasst possioly pafibamistpaivas A Asi a for the
At the Second Congress of the Comintern in July 1920, Lenin denouncédéigamsm as
serving the interests of ATurkish and Japane
Edhem emerged as a strongman of the Green Army and dlpmtential of becoming a rival

to Mustafa Kemal, a break with the nationalists occurred in 1920, and Kemal attempt to

dissolve the organization. In October 1920, the law on associations was amended to give the
government the right to ban organizationdaemed dangerous to state security. (ibid. p. 355)

PY5 Not ori ousdo because of the presence of man)

little more than Islamicfur@me nt al i sts, who responded in par
call for a fAjihadodo against the West. The Bak
APersians and Parsees:, 8 Chinese, 8 Kurds,

. 260.

%l This included Col. Max Bauer, chief of staff of Ludendorff, and later military adviser to
Chiang kaichek.

B8 v vourkoutiotis, Making Common Cause: Gerrroviet Relations 1912922 (2007), p.
36.

B4 bumont, op. cit. . 139.

B8l pid. p. 140.

B9 |bid. p. 141.

% The Turkish CP thus began as an exile party. Baku, théchitapital of Azerbaijan,
underwent a tumultuous Sovietization involving a myriad of ethic groups in the significant
working class (including many Moslem workers from otherkiwregions of the Tsarist
empire). The city had had a rich history of workitlgss activity well before 1917. Before
World War |, strikes in Baku were longer, more frequent and more successful than in any
Russian city. Cf. Ronald Suny, The Baku Commu®4,7~1918 (1972), p. 47Baku was not
accidentally a center of Soviet revolutionary strategy. The Azeri language could be
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understood by Istanbul Turks, Persians in Tabriz, Kurds, the Turkic peoples of the
Transcaucasus, Georgians and Armenians. Azetbaizva s, as Paul Dumont p
main revolutionary crossroaidmperfi dlhiestNeatrr [E@
(Dumont, p. 286)
13 |hid. p. 142. These founders included Halil Pasha, uncle of Enver Pasha, an Ottoman
officer in World War I; he had been ordered by Mustafa Kemal in August 1919 to make
contact with the Bolsheviks for the nationalist movement. Salih Zeki, former Ottoman
bureacrat, had orgi&Zed a massacre of Armenians in his district in 1916. Dr. Fuad Sabit had
been dispatched by Mustafa Kemal to Azerbaijan in July 1919, where he made contact with
the Bol shevi ks as well. Their creation of a
to ingratiate them with the Russians.
162 |n addition to the exiled founders of the CP in Baku, there were numerous socialist and
communist groupings active in the Ottontampire after the Allied occupation of November
1918. There were also important strikes in Istanbul, such as the tramway strike of May 1920
organized by the (Second International) Turkish Socialist Party. The TSP at that time had
5000 members. Earlier stek in 1920 had swelled party membership, such as those at the
naval shipyards of the Golden Horn. May 1, 1921 saw the biggest May Day demonstration in
Istanbul history. French intelligence services were also anguished by the appearance of
Russian agitatorsn February 1919 they uncovered a propaganda group in Istanbul using the
name ATurkish Communi st Partyo, made up of R
some Greeks. (This information in gleaned by Dumont, op. cit. pp2262j Other
radicalized elments appeared in exile in Germany, some developing ties to the
Spartakusbund at the end of the war (ibid. p. 231) and were in the streets with them in January
1919. A number of them perished in the murder of the 15 communists off Trabzon in January
1921.
13 The Red Army entered Baku only in April 1920, putting an end to the annexationist
dreams of the Unionists.
4 |bid. p. 143, footnote 1. Attatiirk had noticed the defeat of the 1919 Hungarian Revolution
of Bela Kun and how the absence of a common border with the Soviet Union had been a
major factor in its isolation.
%3l The main figure of the first phase of the Turkish CP was Mustafa Suphi-(1233.
After studies in Paris, he had worked in the opposition to the CUP in Turkey and was
imprisoned. ¢ escaped to Russia, where he entered into contact with the Bolsheviks. After
the revolution, he became the key figure in contact with the Turkish interior and worked
under Stalinbés Commi ssariat of Nationesd i ti es
of the Third International in March 1919. He arrived in Baku in May 1920 and undertook the
reorganization of the exile party founded earlier that year. He returned to Turkey at the end of
1920 to request legalization of the TCP from Mustafa Kemal.rndehis entourage were
greeted by amttommunist demonstrations organized by the nationalists of the eastern
provinces, and he and fourteen other communists were murdered at the end of January 1921.
Ibid. p. 143 footnote 3.

According to he ICC (p. 5) Mustapha Suphi had also been influenced by the
IslamocCommunism of Sultan Galiev, an influence he never entirely shed.
% pid. p. 145. Dumont interprethis letter as an attempt to assure Kemal that this
collaboration would not pull him to the left.
17 |bid. p. 147. Both the Bolsheviks and the Muslim revolutionari€&ast played a careful

ver bal game of not #Adotting the i0s0 about t
the momentary alliance. (ibid. p. 299)
1681 |hid. p. 149.

9 pid. p. 151.
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170 | pid.

1 |bid. p. 157.

121 Both the ICC pamphlet and Dumont make the important point that Greek Communist

agitation against the waras an important factor in the Kemalist victories. Dumont writes,
basing himself on a Soviet source (p. 392, f
against the war in Asia Minor starting in ifi®20. It seems that they, by their active -anti

militarist propaganda, significantly contributed to the undoing of the troops sent to Anatolia.
Starting at the end of 1920, desertions in the Hellenic army multiplied and there is every

evidence that a certain number of mutinies took place in the barracks arouné&Smyrn

According to N. Dimitratos, the delegate of the Greek Communist Party at the Third Congress

of the Comintern, more than 100,000 Aworkers
years of the war. This figure may seem a bit Homeric, but it ndesthgives a certain idea

of the extent of the phenomenon. 0o

3l The Soviet government wanted close ties with Mustafa Kemal in their battle against

British interventionwhich in late 1919 was still backing ai@oviet forces in Armenia,

Georgia and Azerbaijan. The Soviets also hoped that such an alliance would strengthen their
appeal to the Turkic populations within Russia. Chicherin, at that time in charge of Soviet

forei gn rel ations, made a direct appeal to the
1919, just as Mustafa Kemal was imposing himself as the leader of the nationalist movement,

to continue the struggle against the Greek invaders. Kemal, for hisvparélready using the

prospect of a Soviet alliance to alarm the Western powers, while clearly demarcating himself

from communism. At the same time he realized that Soviet military aid was essential to his

survival . The tr ad e othefSowetationkoieAmenia)Georgissand st anc
Azerbaijan. lbid. pp. 16970.
My carrere d6Encausse, op. cit. ibid.

"1 The program featured thel®ur day, a legal minimum wage, abolition of child labor, the

creation of village cooperatives, the nationalization of public transport, mines, forests, etc,

Ibid. p. 325.

% | am indebted for what | know about this left wing to Turkish comrades who sent me their
pamphlet Le#Wing of the Turkish Communist Party, prior to their adhesion to the
InternationalCommunist Current (ICC). The pamphlet is not on line but is available from the

ICC. E-mail communication and subsequent conversations with these comrades have been
invaluable in writing this article. The pamp

71 Sharif Manatov was the son of an imam of Bashkir, in the southern Urals. According to
Dumont, he began his political career as a militant on the far righe @dkhkir assembly.
Manatov had come to Const a-warpositopforeed hitnto 1 91 3.
emi grate to Switzerland where he met and bec
back to Bashkiriaéand was$Baesw&kn relSeotied oe&sHec h
initially part of the Bashkir national |l i ber
the Whites, Manatov broke with the movement and was imprisoned. (ICC pamphlet). He went
over to the Bolsheviks and in 1918 Stalin (CommiésaNationalities) made him viee

chairman of the Central Muslim Commissariat. He worked into the Bashkir nationalist

movement and was sent to Baku to the Musawat government there. By April 1920 he was in
Ankara as Bashkir representative at the governwiethie Grand National Assembly. He then

became one of the most active Bolshevik propagandists in Anatolia, and quickly built an
impressive network of militants. In Ankara he began giving lectures on the ideas of the

October Revolution. Through his influemon the workers and notables of Eskisehir, that city

became the main bastion of Anatolian communist ferment (Dumont , p375j4 George

Harris describes him as Athe first voice on
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doctrine thatdit r s fr om Mar xi s mo . He apparently atte
Bolshevism. In June 1920, he wrote the General Statutes of the Turkish Communist Party

which called for soviets, the abolition of private property, and nationalizations. (Harris, op. cit.

pp. 70:72).

After his expulsion from Turkey in fall 1920, he returned to the Soviet Union and was later
murdered (ICC pamphlet). Salih Hacioglu, born in 1880, was a veterinarian. In World War 1,

he served as a military veterinarian on several fronts andewaled by the experience. He

made his way to Ankara and encountered Manatov and his seminars. He and Manatov took

over the local organization of the Turkish Socialist Party in Eskisehir and launched the short

lived newspaper Emek. After the repressiondfe Peopl eds Communi st Pa
he was one of the figures condemned to 15 years at hard labor. (He was however amnestied

by the end of the year.) Both he and Manatov, in the previous fall, had warned Mustafa Suphi

of the dangers awaiting Tkish CP members (ICC pamphlet).

I8 |cC pamphlet, pp. 15, 22. Safarov heard the plea of Salih Hacioglu in November 1925 to
depose the rightving Aydinlik leadershipoft e Tur ki sh party. Saf ar ov ¢
against the Soviet press and various Comintern Congress resolutions on support for bourgeois
revolutions in the sengolonial and colonial world, shows that in spite of the Soviet treaties

with Turkey, Persia andfghanistan, the Comintern did not speak with one voice. Safarov

later went to Germany and worked with the Communist opposition group the Leninbund, then
returned to Russia and was subsequently shot.

1\cC pamphlet, p. 3.

1806 |hig,

8l The Kemalistrepresentative in Moscow, for his part, was under strict instructions to seek
weaponry and munitions from the Soviet government, but to do everything in his power to

prevent an intervention of the Red Army in regions disputed with the Turkish natianalists

2 pymont, op. cit. p. 276.

83l The Second Congress, after serious debatified the idea of supporting bourgeois

nati onailmpdr ilalnitdst 0 struggles. Attendi-ng the
colonial world were delegates from Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bukhara, India, Turkey,

Persia, China and Korea. (Carp. @it. p. 251)

84 bumont, op. cit. p. 272. The ICC pamphlet is much more-hairdt t i n g : AThe maj
the congress, just like the majority who participated inttePé e s Congr ess of t
not managed to break from nationalist ideology, and some of them had feelings toward
Westerners that were arguably quite racist. o
BlThe programmatic points of the AAppeal 0 i nc
universal suffrage, replacement of the standing army by popular militias, fiscal reform,

mandatory and free primary education, distribution of land to poor peasanta@rovement

in the conditions of workers. (op. cit. p. 275)

Bl  enin had aleady attacked Tsarist Russiads
Elovinces (Kars, Adahan and Batum) before the 1917 revolution.

81cf. T.E. O6Connor. Diplomacy and Revolutior
19181930 (1988). Chicherinconsd er ed Tur key t o-Sobietrelations(pci al 0
121) and later conceived of a defensive alliance of the Soviet Union with Turkey, Persia and
Afghanistan (p. 142). Chicherin in June 1920 in a diplomatic note had called for a plebiscite

for Kurdistan, Lazistan, the area of Batum, eastern Thrace and variousAraizo

locales, many of them areas coveted by the Kemalists. But the following day, Kemal was

informed of a large shipment of Soviet weapons and munitions (Dumont p. 293)

B8 R. Hovannisian, The Republic of Armenia. Vol. IV. Berkeley 1996, p. 343. Stalin also
communicated to Kemal, through the nesgtablished leader of the Turkish CP in Baku,
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MustafaSupi , t hat the Soviet government fAconsi de

resistance in Anatolia to be a model for all

message the assurance that the party would i

while the war against the Greek forces continued. (Dumont, op. cit. p. 181)

Blon Nov. 7, 1920, AChicherin instructed that

military aid was dependent on their acceptance of a Smédiated armistice with Armenia

and on their commitment to eject any Entente force that might attempt to occupy Batum.

Stalin, then still in Baku, was given the authority to suspend the shipmerdsgcifens s ar y . o0 |
. 344,

9 1bid. p. 347.

B bumont, op. cit. p. 176. At the sartime, it is important to keep in mind that communist

militants in Turkey in the period under consideration (:2225) numbered no more than

20,000 (ICC pamphlet)

2 |hjd. Karakebir, commander of the Army of the East, in August 1920 suggested to Kemal

Pasha putting some Turkish Communists in fAho
Il n his view, the communist movemened should b
agitation could only benefit the British, who would not hesitate to exploit theammunist

senti ments of forces faithful to the Caliph.
B3 |bid. p. 177.

®4 pid. p. 277.

B3l |hid. p. 278.

By pid. Il n October, Kemal had tri edptt o foment
ferment to the left, but the serious militants remained underground

Pl1salih Hacioglu. the left spokesman, had war
Baku of the dangers of returning to Turkey.

B8 |bid. p. 279.

9 paul Dumont, for his part, does not think that Karabekir or Hamit bey organized the

murders. Telegrams between them specified that no violenceddbefall the group. Yahya,

the local ferryman who suggested the motorboat, and with a local reputation for ferocity, has
often been suspected, if only to relieve Suphi of the funds he was carrying to finance
communist activity in Anatolia. But doubt is tas the idea that he acted on his own because,
after he was arrested and murdered in turn,
beans? Dumont suggests as possibilities the Unionists for whom he worked in Trabzon, some
local notables, or an ageoiftthe Ankara government. Kazim Karabekir accused the Unionists

of being behind it. But nothing ever went beyond conjecture. Ibid. p. 282.

1000 |hid. p. 183.

WIAs E.H. Carr (op. cit. p. 301) dryly puts
was demonstrated that governments could deal drastically with their natmmat@ist
Parties without forfeiting the goodwill of
signed on the same day as the Ar§tviet trade agreement was signed in London,

—

mentioned fAsolidarity in the st thaSpgdténomgai ns
it meant Athe exclusion of foreign interlope
Bl ack SeaéThese advantages outweighed for bo
of Turkish communistso (Carr. op. <cit. p 30
B2y bi d. P. 185. Dumont continues in a footno
the Ankara government we found in daysi s newsp

earlier, Turkey had signed the armistice of Mudanya with the Allies. Thereafter, the
Bolsheviks would multiply attacks against the Kemalist government. The first mention of the
murders of Mustafa Suphi and his comrades appeared in Soviet newspapayslioR 1

(Carr op. cit. p. 304) . An article about Suphi is another Soviet publication in July 1921 by the
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|l sl amic Communi st Sultan Galiev scarcely men
(Dumont, p. 283) Chicherin had raised the matter with theiSludelegation negotiating the

friendship and commercial treaty in February, but the latter professed innocence of

involvement by the Kemalist government. The ambassador argued that the arrests of

communists in the Decembé@anuary crackdown had resultedd m t hei r own fit ac!
because they had attempted to prematurely | a
193 The treaty also settled the disputesmthe Caucusus (Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia).
O6Connor op. <cit. p. 142.

194 The Third Congress of the Communist International, which met in-Juigel 921, issued

a call to support the Kemalists. in gener al
masseso. G.S. Harris, The Origins of Communi
the Comintern Executive Commission secretary, the ambassador Araleinstructed to

fgoverno the | ocal communists who they feare
with pointless o6left communistd bl ows. o (1 CC

his memoirs, he reports that in 1922 Nazim Bey, a Conshieader, told him that he was in

a position to establish a pRolshevik government in Ankara, if the Soviet government would
support him, and that he was supported in this goal by 120 deputies. Aralov claims that he
rushed to inform the Kemalist authties of what was afoot. (Dumont, p. 395)

19%8] uoted in ICC pamphlet, p. 12.

107l g,

1198 |nterestingly, and tellingly, the Comintern executive on one hand issued an appeal at this
very moment entitled niWor k ¢hersbyovertprpngthe a new
Aantmperialisto support for Ke mEheyifosesawther key ¢
Turkish working class returning to struggl e
other hand,Radek for his part called on Tkish workers to continue to support the

Al egiti mate demandso of the national | iberat
time has not yet come for the final struggle and you will for a long time have to act in concert
with the bour PeoiDasmolne memwmtpséae.i t. p. 195, quo

International Correspondence of Sept. 30, 19Radek went so far as to assert that the arrests
of Turkish communists were ordered by the #fAc
and absolved Aditirk from blame. G.S Harris, The Kadro Movement, p. 55.

WIAccording to G.S. Harris, some fimore or |e
drawnto thisrouglh e wn | sl ami ¢ Communi sm in the spring

Communists and the Kadro Movement, (2002), p. 45.

110 hid. p. 349.

B |hid. p. 354. In fact, the declarations emanating from Eskehir in the summer of 1920 were
more radical than the program adopted at the founding congress of the Turkish Communist
Party in Baku in the fedwing September. The Eskehir group stated that the national

|l i beration movement was fAdin the hands of the
former CUP (Young Turk) members in the Kemalist regime and said that is supported neither
the Ottoman geernment in Istanbul nor the Kemalists in Ankara. It denounced conscription,
religion and the family. (ICC pamphlet, p. 8)

12l This account of the dismantling of thee®n Army and its absorption by state organs is
from Dumont, pp. 354858.

B3 hid. p. 360.

1241 |hid. p. 362.

B8 hid. p. 369.
118] pid,
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W7 G.s. Harris, on the other hand, identifies October 1920 as the moment at which the
communist presence in Anatolia became truly worrisome to the boudmoisated Grand
National As e mb | vy . Kemal had fibased his whole move
e | i In#at month the Minister of Economics presented a report on the practical difficulties

of cooperation with the Soviet Union. In the debate following that report, most dépsaties

attitudes turned to suspicion of Soviet motives. On the following day, Attatlirk announced the
creation of t (.8 HarisfThd GComnauhigis affd@he Kadro Movement,

2002, pp. 2734.

1181 hid. p. 374.

119 gharif Manatov was the son of an imam of Bashkir, in the southern Urals. According to
Dumont, he began his patal career as a militant on the far right of the Bashkir assembly.
Manatov had come to Const a-wdrpositompforeed himto 1 9 1 3 .
emi grate to Switzerland where he met and bec
backtoBa hki ri aéand was even elected as chairmar
initially part of the Bashkir national Il 1 ber
the Whites, Manatov broke with the movement and was imprisoned. (ICC pamphlet). He went
overto the Bolsheviks and in 1918 Stalin (Commissar for Nationalities) made him vice

chairman of the Central Muslim Commissariat. He worked into the Bashkir nationalist

movement and was sent to Baku to the Musawat government there. By April 1920 he was in
Ankara as Bashkir representative at the government of the Grand National Assembly. He then
became one of the most active Bolshevik propagandists in Anatolia, and quickly built an
impressive network of militants. In Ankara he began giving lectures on theofitees

October Revolution. Through his influence on the workers and notables of Eskisehir, that city
became the main bastion of Anatolian communist ferment (Dumont , p75j4 George

Harris describes him as f#fAtihme tfhatstL evmoiirnc ed loand
doctrine that differs from Marxi smdb. He appa
Bolshevism. In June 1920, he wrote the General Statutes of the Turkish Communist Party

which called for soviets, the abolition of private pedy, and nationalizations. (Harris, op. cit.

pp. 7672).

After his expulsion from Turkey in fall 1920, he returned to the Soviet Union and was later
murdered (ICC pamphlet)

120l 53lih Hacioglu, born in 1880, was a veterinarian. In World War I, he served as a military
veterinarian on several fronts and was revolted by the experience. He made his way to Ankara
and encountered Manatov and his seminars. He and Manatogweothe local organization

of the Turkish Socialist Party in Eskisehir and launched the-lied newspaper Emek.

After the repression of the Peoplebs Communi
figures condemned to 15 years at hard labor. (Heheavever amnestied at the end of the

year.) Both he and Manatov, in the previous fall, had warned Mustafa Suphi of the dangers
awaiting Turkish CP members (ICC pamphlet).

224 The Manatovinfluenced newspaper Seyydr¥eni Diinya, published in Eskisehir, had in

the summer | aunched the sl ogan fAWorkers of t
National Assembly, AAttatg¢r k sanisatofollovat @At hi s
instructions to support his revolutionary mo
Kadro Movement (2002), p. 27.

222 hymont, op. cit. p. 379.

B2l This account is, yet again, drawn from Dumont, p.-380. On Sept. 29, 1921, however,

two weeks after the military victory at Sakarya which turned the tide of @dih@gainst the

Greeks, the Grand National Assembly voted to amnesty the communists arrested in the

previous January, in a new rapprochement with the Soviet Union motivated by a need for

money and arms. In this juncture, the Kemalist government decidagedive slate clean on
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Soviet support for Enver Pasha (for whom the victory at Sakarya had been the swan song), to
provide aid to victims of the famine in Russia, and to sign, on Oct. 13, the Treaty of Kars

which put an end to border disputes in the é&atmont, p. 384).

124 bumont interprets this amnesty as a gesture toward the Soviet government at a time when

the Kemalists were badly in need of arms and funds tbreenthe campaign against the

Greeks after the victory at Sakarya (ibid. p. 383) A new crisis emergedih ®i@ 2. A The
relations between the government and the Anatolian communist movement would, of course,
follow a strictly parallel evolution. When, ame hand, when it was necessary to cultivate the
Soviets, the Turkish militants would benefit from a benevolent indifference. When, on the

other hand, when peace with the Entente seemed within reach, the Communists would on the
contrary have to deal witrehassment, reprimands and, finally, with represdioshort, the

same scenario as 192921 (ibid. p. 384).

B2)n this characterization of the prand post1922 peiod, Dumont (ibid. p. 384) is talking

about the dominance of Sefik Hisnu and the Aydinlik faction. His portrait seems to totally

omit the left wing described in the ICC pamphlet. G.S. Harris (The Kadro Movement, p. 40)

also notes three streamsintheearlyr ki sh communi sm, Aunli ke all
movement so. At the Third -Quyta9k ens Burkishf t he Corm
Communist had called for purging the PCPT of all undesirable elements, including the
Aprovocat eur s o avagovérnmerd, thé followets bf Envek Rasha and the
panTuranists of the Green Army. (Dumont, p. 385). Apparently the Balkan parties, led by the
Bulgarians, were involved in this rectification, but many local organizations were in no hurry
toridthemsele s of M@Aheterodoxo el ements such as the
Communi st Party. This was part of the new st
down by the Third Congress.

1281 bymont (ibid. p. 400) seems to acknowledge the presence of the left wing at the
clandestine conference, without providing de
by the authorities (i.e. repressitnG) s h deiparty nedotve itiself to stop supporting the

Kemalist movement? There is every reasomédieve the discussion was intense. But Zorine

and the other delegates from the Comintern were there to make sure the directives of the
International were respecteld spite of the climate of repression which was setting in, the
congress decided that theé(party)éwould cont
The ICC, again, paints a rather different picture, saying that the Aydinlik faction of Sefik
Hiusnlbboycotted the congress because of the | ef
movements, and that the left dominated the central committee. With the significant presence

of Comintern officials, the left failed to get its opposition to national lib@mahovements

ratified. (ICC pamphlet, p. 14) .

1271 |hid. p. 408.

11281 |hid. p.411. The entire baeiindforth between the arrests and the official Soviet and

Comintern attitude is recounted ibid. pp. 4J65.

1291 qyoted ibid. pp. 41415.

1300 |hid. p. 415.

131Y¢cc pamphlet, p. 16.

132l bumont, p. 419.The Turkish CP, in addition to its recognition of the role of the agitation

of the Greek Communists in determining the outcome of the-1929 war by provoking

significant desertions fra the Greek armies, also called on communist workers in Allied

occupied Istanbul to fraternize with the British, French and Italian soldiers there. (ICC

&a]mphlet, p. 18)

1331 |bid. p. 430. At times, Hiisnii even went so far as to deny the existence of classes n

Turkey, because the entire nation was oppressed by imperialism.
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1341 1bid. p. 431. Dumont points out thatthese dnto r ei gn i deas were fAin t
in any number of Turkish newspapers at the t

fundament al s h ak-ewmmiodtructlirest & ® Wairis dosuisehiato
H¢sn¢g had already argued as early as 1921 in
capitalismo and that Asupport of the petty b

more efficient transition ntio atllsen eivweprmptousaeld arle
that would discourage artisans and small entrepreneurs from investing or modernizing their

enterpriseso. (Harris, The Kadro Movement, p
By 1930, various former Aydinlik associates had gravitated toward the openly statist Kad

group, which conceived itself as a Athink ta
Aydenir, already Minister of Education by th

Communist Secretary General (Harris, Origins of Communism, ppl1432 All the key

figures of the Kadro group came from an Aydinlik background.

135] bid. p. 436.

138l Thjs state capitalism would become fully explicit, once again, in the ideology of the
Kadro group in the early 19 3 0Aydinlikcbllaborateresd, as
Cf. the book of G. Harris on the Kadro group cited earlie

137 Quoted in ICC pamphlet, p. 20.

B8ouoted from | b iialiclass hatkgrounds bf thosk in thé marty seadership
and those involved with the opposition was added at the end of the declaration; indeed there
was not a single person in the Central Committee made up of-#hgdaxik editorial board

who came fromth wor ki ng cl ass. 0

139 Quoted in ICC pamphlet, p. 20.
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